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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the 

~ 

East  Kent  (No.  1 ) United  District. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  first 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of 
the  United  District  for  the  year  1920,  which  I have  com- 
piled in  accordance  with  the  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

For  most  of  the  records  and  statistics  regarding  the 
first  three  quarters  of  the  year,  I am  indebted  to  Dr.  D. 
MacDougall. 

With  my  Report  are  incorporated  the  Reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  four  Districts,  who  have  given 
me  every  assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  WATTS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  East  Kent  (No.  1)  United  District  was  formed  by  an  Order  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  dated  26th  May,  1920,  and  consists!  of  the  following 
districts  : — 

The  Urban  District  of  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  ; 

The  Urban  District  of  Herne  Bay  ; 

The  Rural  District  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  ; 

The  Rural  District  of  Blean. 

These  four  Districts  previously  formed  part  of  the  East  Kent  Joint 
District,  of  which  the  late  Dr.  M.  K.  Robinson  was  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  many  years.  Dr.  Mac-Dougall  took  his  place  on  his  death  in 
1916,  and  acted  temporarily  until  the  East  Kent  Joint  District  was  divided 
into  four,  and  four  Medical  Officers  appointed. 

I was  appointed  by  the  Committee  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
No.  1 United  District  on  Sept.  1st,  and  commenced  duty  on  October  1st  last 
year.  I was  also  appointed  School  Medical  Inspector  for  the  Schools  in  the 
United  District,  at  a salary  of  ^175  per  annum,  by  the  Kent  Education 
Committee. 

My  salary  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  .£825  per  annum,  and  is  paid 
by  the  four  districts  in  the  following  proportions  : — 


Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  ...  ...  ...  £ 228 

Isle  of  Thanet  ...  ...  ...  ...  £243 

Heme  Bay  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^1 79 

Blean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £175 


Total  ...  ...  ...  £825 


The  salary  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  a commencing 
salary  for  a period  of  twelve  months,  subject  to  revision  at  the  end  of 
that  period.  It  should  be  noted  that  half  of  it  is  paid  by  the  Ministry. 

Out  of  my  salary  I am  required  to  provide  a clerk,  stationery,  postage, 
etc.,  and  also  pay  my  travelling  and  out-of-pocket  expenses. 

I have  been  provided  by  the  Broadstairs  Urban  District  Council  with 
an  Office  at  “ Pierremont  Hall,”  the  Municipal  Offices  of  that  Council. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Committee  has  no  member  representing  the 
Kent  Education  Committee,  but  is  composed  of  ten  delegates  from  the 
four  District  Councils — Broadstairs  and  the  Isle  of  Thanet  having  each  three 
representatives,  Herne  Bay  and  Blean  District  Councils  two  each. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
UNITED  DISTRICT. 

POPULATION. 

According  to  the  Census  of  1911,  the  population  and  area  of  the  four 


Districts  were  as  follows  : — 

Population. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U.D.  ...  ...  8,929 

Herne  Bay  U.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,780 

Isle  of  Thanet  R.D.  ...  ...  ...  12,929 

Blean  R.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,597 


37,235 
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Area  in  Acres. 


Including 

Excluding 

Inland  Water. 

Water. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U.D. 

1,558 

1,558 

Herne  Bay  U.D. 

887 

887 

Isle  of  Thanet  R.D.  ... 

20,825 

20,775 

Blean  R.D.  ... 

26,884 

26,865 

50,154 

50,085 

In  1914  changes  were  made  in  the  Boundaries  of  the  Broadstairs  and 
St.  Peter’s  Urban  District,  and  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District,  by  the 
Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1913,  and  by  the 
Margate  (Extension)  Order,  1913,  confirmed  by  the  Uocal  Government 
Boards  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  No.  20  Act,  1913. 

The  area  of  the  four  districts  is  now  as  follows:  — 


Including 

Excluding 

Inland  Water. 

Water. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U.D. 

2,767 

2,767 

Herne  Bay  U.D. 

887 

887 

Isle  of  Thanet  R.D.  ... 

18,639 

18,473 

Blean  R.D.  ... 

26,884 

26,865 

49,177 

48,992 

The  population  as  estimated  by  the 
districUin  the  middle  of  1 920  was  : — • 

Registrar  General  for  the 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  ... 

7,982 

Herne  Bay 

8,535 

Isle  of  Thanet 

9,589 

Blean 

7,361 

Total  Estimated  Population  for  the  United  District  - 33,467. 


The  Census,  which  will  be  taken  this  year,  will  give  accurate  figures 
for  the  population,  which  was  naturally  much  affected  by  the  movements 
of  civilians  and  troops  in  and  out  of  the  district  during  the  war.  Unfor- 
tunately for  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District,  the  date  of  the 
Census  has  been  fixed  for  a time  when  the  private  boarding  schools  are  closed, 
and,  consequently,  it  is  estimated  that  the  population  will  be  found  to  be 
about  one  thousand  less  than  it  would  have  been  had  the  Census  been  taken 
when  all  the  Boarding  Schools  were  open. 

The  summer  population  of  Herne  Bay  and  Broadstairs  may  be  estimated 
as  three  times  the  winter  population.  The  population  of  the  Rural 
Districts  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  and  Blean  is  also  increased  during  the 
summer  months. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTERS 
OF  THE  UNITED  DISTRICT. 

The  United  District  is  situated  in  the  north-east  corner  of  Kent,  and  is 
about  18  miles  in  length,  with  an  average  width  of  about  4 miles. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  the  sea,  on  the  south  by  the 
River  Stour,  and  adjacent  marshes,  and  on  the  west  by  the  boundary  of 
the  Faversham  Rural  District. 
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The  District  is  fairly  level,  the  highest  points  being  at  the  eastern  end, 
St.  Peter’s,  Broadstairs,  where  it  is  170.  feet  above  sea  level,  and  a point 
above  the  village  of  Minster,  178  feet,  and  at  the  western  end  Blean,  where 
the  height  is  282  feet.  Between  these  points  the  land  slopes  gradually 
from  the  two  ends  of  the  District  to  the  marshes,  which  divide  it  roughly 
into  two  equal  parts,  and  extend  from  Reculver  to  Sarre,  the  site  of  the 
estuary  of  the  Thames,  formerly  called  the  Wantsum  ; this  separated  the 
Isle  of  Thanet  from  the  mainland,  and  was  guarded  by  two  Roman 
fortresses,  Reculver  at  the  northern  entrance,  and  Richborough  at  the 
southern. 

The  land  in  the  Thanet  Rural  District  is  largely  arable,  but  in  the 
Blean  Rural  District  there  is  a considerable  acreage  of  woodland  and  grass 
as  well.  The  soil  in  Thanet  and  Broadstairs  is  “ chalk-marl  ” and  “ upper 
green  sand.”  The  soil  in  Blean  and  Herne  Bay  is  “ London  Beds,”  and  in 
the  marshes  between  “ modern  alluvium.” 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 

Including  the  Chief  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  United  District  may  be  said  to  be  divided  into  an  agricultural 
portion,  consisting  of  the  greater  parts  of  the  Thanet  Rural  and  Blean  Rural 
Districts,  and  a portion  situated  on  the  sea  coast  having  the  nature  of  a 
seaside  health  resort,  consisting  of  the  Urban  District  of  Broadstairs,  the 
parishes  of  Westgate  and  Birchington  in  the  Thanet  Rural  District,  the 
village  of  Beltinge  in  the  Blean  Rural  District,  and  the  Urban  District  of 
Herne  Bay. 

The  climate  of  the  United  District  has  been  noted  for  many  years  as  a 
very  healthy  one,  and  especially  suited  for  early  cases  of  consumption  and 
cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis.  As  it  is  of  a particularly  bracing  and  health- 
giving nature  with  the  above-mentioned  characteristics,  the  towns  and 
villages  on  the  coast  are  visited  by  a large  number  of  people  during  the 
summer  months,  for  the  purpose  of  recuperating,  and  owing  to  its  healthy 
climate  a large  number  of  Convalescent  Homes  and  many  private  schools 
have  been  established  in  the  United  District,  particularly  in  the  seaside 
towns. 

Agriculturists  in  the  rural  part  of  the  United  District  are  engaged  to  a 
great  extent  in  supplying  the  seaside  towns  and  villages  with  milk,  fruit, 
vegetables,  etc.,  while  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  places  devote  their 
time  to  providing  lodging,  accommodation,  and  amusement  for  the 
numerous  visitors. 

There  are  two  industrial  centres,  viz.,  the  Colliery  at  Chislet,  which 
employs  about  640  workpeople,  and  the  sea-port  of  Richborough,  which, 
with  its  factories,  building  slips,  wharves,  etc.,  was  a centre  of  much 
importance  during  the  war,  and  at  that  time  employed  several  thousand 
men  and  women,  but  its  future  is  at  the  present  time  uncertain. 

I may  mention  that  in  the  Thanet  Rural  District,  situated  on  high 
ground  between  Minster  and  Margate,  is  the  Manston  School  of  Technical 
Training  of  the  Royal  Air  Force.  A large  number  of  officers  and  men  of 
the  R.A.F.  are  stationed  there. 

The  School  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Ramsgate  Corporation 
mains,  and  is  drained  ■ into  the  Margate  Corporation  sewers  ; it  has  a 
hospital,  and  also  a separate  isolation  hospital,  with  a disinfecting  station. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Male..,. 

Female 


164 

233 


Total  ...  397 


Death  Rate  from  all  causes  per 

United  District. 

10-18 

Number  of  Births  : — 

Male... 

Female 


1 ,000  of  the  Population  : — 

England  & Wales 


12*4 

346 

374 

Total  ...  720 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  : — 

United  District.  England  & Wales. 

18-46  ...  ...  25-4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Male...  ...  ...  23 

Female  ...  ...  19 

Total  ...  42 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Total  Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  registered 
Births)  : — 

United  District.  England  & Wales. 

58  ...  ...  80 


ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED  IN  THE  UNITED  DISTRICT 
BY  THE  POOR  LAW  AUTHORITIES. 

There  are  two  Institutions,  one  provided  by  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Board 
of  Guardians,  situated  at  Minster,  and  the  other  provided  by  the  Blean 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  situated  at  Herne  Common. 

The  Minster  Institution  takes  cases  from  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
including  the  Boroughs  of  Margate  and  Ramsgate. 

The  total  number  of  Beds,  including  those  in  the  Receiving  Ward  and 
Isolation  Ward,  is  521,  and  21  cots. 


Number  of  Beds  for  Male  Sick  ...  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  Beds  for  Female  Sick  ...  . . ...  87 

Number  of  Beds  for  Maternity  ...  ...  ...  8 


Total  ...  ...  219 


Number  of  beds  in  occupation  27th  January,  1921,  322,  of  which  64 
male  and  90  female  were  in  the  Sick  Wards  of  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  inmates  on  July  1st,  1920,  was  284  ; the  number  of 
admissions  from  that  date  to  December  31st  was  460  ; and  the  number  of 
births,  12.  378  inmates  were  discharged  during  the  period,  and  50  died, 

making  the  number  of  inmates  remaining  on  December  31st  328. 
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In  addition,  there  are  Cottage  Homes  provided  by  the  Guardians  of  the 
Isle  of  Thanet  Union  and  situated  at  Manston,  with  accommodation  for 
112  children  in  7 Homes.  This  does  not  include  infants  formerly  housed 
in  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

The  accommodation  provided  in  the  Blean  Institution  is  as  follows  : 
Total  number  of  Beds,  including  Receiving  Ward  and  Isolation  Ward,  167 
Beds  and  1 1 Cots. 


Number 

of 

Beds 

for 

Male  Sick  ... 

28 

Number 

of 

Beds 

for 

Female  Sick 

26 

Number 

of 

Beds 

for 

Maternity  ... 

2 

Total 

56 

The  Scattered  Homes,  in  which  are  housed  the  children  under  the  care 
of  the  Blean  Guardians,  are  situated  at  Herne,  and  accommodate  37  children 
— 18  girls,  19  boys. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE  UNITED  DISTRICT. 


There  is  only  one  Voluntary  Hospital  situated  in  the  District  for  dealing 
with  ordinary  cases  of  illness,  and  that  is  the  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Herne  Bay,  which  contains  eleven  beds.  During  the  year  1920 
a hundred  and  fifty-five  patients,  15  medical  and  140  surgical,  were  admitted. 
In  120  cases  it  was  necessary  to  perform  operations.  There  were  four  deaths. 
A balance  was  brought  forward  from  the  previous  year  of  £15  11s.  9d.  After 
meeting  expenses,  a balance  remained  of  ^64  10s.  lid. 

Many  patients  from  the  District  attend  the  Kent  and  Canterbury 
Hospital.  The  report  for  1920  contains  these  figures:  — 

Number  of  Beds  in  1 920  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Average  number  of  patients  resident  daily  throughout  the  year. . . 75‘7 

Number  of  In-Patients  in  Hospital  at  the  beginning  of  year  ...  58 

Number  of  In-Patients  admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...  1,303 

Average  number  of  days  each  patient  was  resident  ...  ...  21 '3 


Others  are  treated  in  the  Ramsgate  General  Hospital,  which  has  40  beds. 
Statistics  for  the  year  ending  January  31st,  1920,  being  as  follows  : — 


Medical  Cases 
Surgical  Cases 


93 

524 


Total 


617  • 


In-Patients  Cured 
In-Patients  Died 
In-Patients  Relieved 
In-Patients  Remaining 


523 

36 

33 

25 


Total 


617 


Casualty  Cases 


1132 


Total  Number  Treated  ... 


1749 


Operations 

Anaesthetics  administered 
X-Ray  Department 
Days  spent  in  Hospital 


361 

349 

196 

10,629 
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Some  attend  the  Margate  Cottage  Hospital,  in  which  there  are  30  beds 
Statistics  for  the  year  1920  are  as  follows  : — 

In-Patients  - Medical,  28  ; Surgical,  356  ; Total,  384. 

(Males  171,  Females  213.) 


Discharged,  cured  or  benefited  ... 

. 339 

Died 

25 

Remaining  in  Hospital,  31st  December  .. 

20 

384 

Operations 

. 237 

Out-Patients. 

Surgical 

185 

Medical 

5 

Minor  Casualties 

. 984 

1,174 

Operations 

106 

Total  Number  of  Operations  ... 

343 

Total  Number  of  Patients 

. 1,558 

In  connection  with  Voluntary  Hospitals,  I may  say  that  in  most  cases 
their  position  is  becoming  more  and  more  precarious,  as  it  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly difficult  for  those  responsible  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds  for 
their  upkeep  from  voluntary  subscribers. 

It  is  also  felt  that  more  hospital  provision  is  required,  not  only  for 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases,  but  also  for  Midwifery  cases,  for,  as  is  well 
known,  the  provision  made  for  the  latter  in  Institutions  in  the  United 
Kingdom  so  far  has  been  very  small. 

The  Margate  Cottage  Hospital  is  well  supported,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
enlarge  the  Institution  in  the  near  future. 

A Non-Medical  Committee  has  been  appointed  by  Parliament,  with  in- 
structions to  consider  and  report  at  an  early  date  as  to  what  measures  can 
be  taken  to  place  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  of  this  country  in  a firm  financial 
position. 

The  tendency  is  now  to  help  Voluntary  Hospitals  by  subsidies  from 
State  Funds,  in  return  for  the  provision  hy  them  of  treatment  for  persons 
suffering  from  venereal  disease,  for  school  children  found  defective  on 
medical  inspection,  and  for  Naval  and  Military  Pensioners  suffering  from 
disabilities. 

As  to  whether  sufficient  Hospital  beds  are  provided  for  persons  living 
in  the  United  District,  I may  mention  that  Sir  Napier  Burnett,  who  is  an 
authority  on  such  matters,  has  estimated  that  three  beds  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is  the  number  required  in  an  urban  community,  so  that  the  Isle 
of  Thanet,  with  a winter  population  of  80,000,  would  require,  on  this  basis, 
240  hospital  beds.  From  figures  given  above,  it  would  appear  that  the 
number  of  beds  available  is  : — 

Margate  Cottage  Hospital  ...  ...  30 

Ramsgate  General  Hospital  ...  ...  40 

Poor  Law  Institution  Sick  Wards  ...  219 


289 
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In  this  connection,  I may  mention  that  Birchington  possesses  a Motor 
Ambulance,  in  which  patients  may  be  removed  to  Hospital  from  the  Rural 
District,  and  that  Broadstairs  hopes  soon  to  possess  one.  It  will  be  a great 
advantage  to  the  Urban  District,  and  will  enable  patients  suffering  from 
accidents  or  serious  illness  to  be  moved  with  rapidity  and  comfort  to  their 
homes  or  to  hospital  when  necessary. 

DISTRICT  NURSING. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Peter’s,  Thanet,  makes  an  arrangement  with  a local 
Nursing  Institute  for  the  supply  of  a Nurse  to  act  as  District  Nurse  in  the 
Parish.  She  also  acts  as  part-time  Nurse  for  St.  Peter’s  Schools. 

Broadstairs. 

There  is  no  District  Nurse,  but  the  Mothercraft  Club  has  provided  a 
Home  Help,  who  is  a whole-time  worker,  and  is  employed  in  Broadstairs 
and  St.  Peter’s  to  help  in  maternity  cases  primarily. 

Monkton,  St.  Nicholas-at-Wade,  and  Sarre. 

There  is  a District  Nurse,  who  lives  at  St.  Nicholas  and  wrorks  under  a 
local  Committee,  but  is  appointed  by  the  Kent  County  Nursing  Association. 

Herne  Bay. 

There  is  a District  Nurse  who  works  under  the  Local  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, affiliated  to  the  Queen  Victoria’s  Jubilee  Institute,  which  supplies 
the  Nurse.  Since  November  1st,  1919,  there  has  been  a District  Nurse  in 
constant  work  in  the  town.  At  the  present  time  the  salary  of  the  Nurse 
with  other  necessary  expenses  amounts  to  £193  per  annum.  Visits  paid  to 
patients  amount  to  about  200  each  month.  The  poor  and  needy  are  nursed 
free  of  charge.  Other  patients  pay  a fee  in  proportion  to  their  income.  The 
balance  sheet  produced  at  the  last  annual  meeting  showed  that  the  receipts 
were  £258  9s.  Id.,  including  a balance  from  previous  period  of  £106  12s.  Id. 
Expenses  incurred  were  £161  10s.  7d.,  and  there  was  a balance  in  the  Bank 
of  £95  19s.  4d.  It  would  appear  that  Herne  Bay  is  well  able  to  support  a 
District  Nurse,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  benefits  derived  by  the 
services  of  a skilled  nurse  are  better  realised,  the  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion will  receive  more  financial  support. 

Chislet,  Hoath  and  Reculver. 

There  is  a District  Nurse  working  under  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
Sturry. 

A Nursing  Association  is  being  formed  for  the  provision  of  a District 
Nurse  and  Midwife 

With  regard  to  the  Nursing  Profession,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  it  is 
now  controlled  by  a Statutory  Body  called  “ The  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales,”  which  was  appointed  under  the  Nurses  Registra- 
tion Act,  1919,  and  consists  of  25  members,  appointed  by  the  Privy  Council, 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Board  of  Education. 

MID  WIVES. 

In  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  there  are  tw7o  practising. 

In  Thanet  there  is  one  midwife  in  private  practice  at  Minster,  and 
the  District  Nurse  at  St.  Nicholas-at-Wade  is  also  a midwife. 

In  Herne  Bay  there  is  no  midwife  practising  as  such  in  the  Urban 
District. 

In  Blean  there  is  a midwife  living  at  Broomfield,  and  the  District  Nurse 
at  Chislet  also  does  midwifery. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  Schools  is  carried  out  by  me,  and  this  work 
not  only  includes  routine  examination  of  scholars  at  three  periods  in  their 
school  life,  but  also  inspection  of,  and  reporting  upon,  mentally  defective 
children,  cripples,  blind,  deaf,  epileptics,  and  those  who  are  dull  and 
backward. 

Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  school  children  belonging  to  the 
District,  found  on  medical  inspection  to  require  treatment,  have  been  made, 
so  that  they  can  be  treated  at  the  Canterbury  Hospital,  and  also  at  the 
Margate  Cottage  Hospital,  and  the  Borough  of  Margate  School  Clinic. 

I am  responsible  for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools,  not  only  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Local  Councils,  but  also  as  School  Inspector 
to  the  Kent  Education  Committee. 

The  new  Council  Schools  which  have  been  erected  for  girls  and  infants 
in  Broadstairs  are  well  designed  and  admirably  situated;  they  should  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  Urban  District.  The  new  Infant  Department  of  the 
Church  of  England  School  at  Birchington  is  a great  improvement  on  the 
accommodation  formerly  provided  for  the  infants  of  that  village. 

School  Canteens  are  in  existence  in  connection  with  St.  Peter’s  Church 
of  England  School,  and  with  the  Herne  Bay  Council  School,  where  meals 
are  provided  at  midday  for  the  children  at  a cost  of  a few  pence  each,  and 
are  much  appreciated  by  those  parents  whose  children  live  too  far  from 
school  to'  return  home  for  dinner. 

The  average  number  of  children  who  had  their  midday  meal  at  St. 
Peter’s  Canteen  during  the  past  year  was  about  110  ; and  at  the  Herne  Bay 
Canteen  the  number  was  about  90.  It  is  found  that  the  children  benefit 
considerably  as  a result  of  partaking  of  the  food  provided. 


SCHOOL  NURSING. 


The  following  four  Nurses  carry  out  the  work  of  School  Nursing,  in 
addition  to  that  of  Tuberculosis  Nursing  and  Plealth  Visiting  : — 


Broadstairs  U.D.  and  Thanet  R.D. 
Herne  Bay  U.D.,  Swalecliffe  and  Herne 
St.  Dunstan,  Sturry  and  Westbere 
Sea  Salter 


Mrs.  Morris. 

Mrs.  Stokes. 

Miss  Worthington. 
Miss  Tayeor. 


In  the  following  villages  the  work  is  done  by  District  Nurses  : Blean, 
Chislet,  Ploath,  Reculver,  St.  Stephens  and  St.  Peter’s. 

As  regards  the  condition  of  the  children  attending  the  Elementary 
Schools  now  as  compared  with  the  condition  of  those  I inspected  ten  years 
ago,  although  I have  no  statistics  before  me,  I should  say  without  hesitation 
that  they  are  cleaner,  and  that  the  number  suffering  from  enlarged  tonsils 
and  adenoids  and  decayed  teeth  is  considerably  less  than  it  was  then.  Without 
discussing  the  reasons  which  have  produced  these  changes,  I cannot  help 
saying  I feel  that  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  other  agencies,  which  for 
years  past  have  been  teaching  mothers  the  advisability  of  breast  feeding,  and 
the  dangers  of  the  use  of  the  “ bottle  with  tube  ” and  the  “ comforter,”  are 
in  a great  measure  responsible  for  the  improvement  in  the  children’s  con- 
dition, and  no  doubt  “ toothbrush  drill,”  as  carried  out  now  in  the  Schools, 
has  had  a beneficial  effect,  as  well  as  the  visits  of  the  School  Nurses. 


MILK. 

In  October  a pamphlet  was  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  regard 
to  the  use  of  milk,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  why  milk  is  a very  valuable 
food,  and  emphasising  the  importance  of  the  use  of  good,  clean  and  fresh 
milk. 


The  Ministry  is  anxious  that  more  milk  should  be  consumed,  and  that  a 
supply  of  “ Grade  A.  Milk  ” and  “ Grade  A.  (Certified)  Milk  ” should  be 
available  for  public  consumption. 

In  order  to  obtain  a Licence  from  the  Food  Controller,  permitting  the 
use  of  the  designation  “ Grade  A.  Milk,”  the  following  conditions  must  be 
complied  with  : — 

(1)  The  herd  from  which  the  milk  i3  obtained  must  not,  during  the  period 
for  which  the  Licence  is  granted,  contain  a cow  or  heifer  in  milk,  or  in 
calf,  or  other  bovine  animal  kept  in  contact  with  the  herd  which  has  not 
passed  the  tuberculin  tests. 

(2)  After  the  Licence  has  been  applied  for,  and  during  the  period  for  which 
the  Licence  has  been  granted,  every  facility  must  be  afforded  for  taking 
samples  of  the  milk  of  any  cow  of  the  herd,  or  of  the  mixed  milk  of 
the  herd. 

(3)  The  milk  must  be  produced  under  such  conditions  that  when  the  farm 
is  inspected  by  an  official  authorised  for  the  purpose,  the  number  of 
points  obtained  on  the  inspection  report  card  shall  be  at  least  300  out  of 
a maximum  of  500. 

(4)  The  milk  must  be  cooled  on  the  farm,  and  be  consigned  by  the  producer 
to  the  consignee  in  a sealed  container  having  a descriptive  label,  with 
the  address  of  the  farmer  or  farm  where  it  is  produced,  day  and  time  of 
production,  and  the  words  “ Grade  A.  Milk  ” must  be  painted  in  white 
in  4in.  letters  on  the  body  of  the  container  used. 

When  the  conditions  set  out  in  1,  2,  and  3 above  are  complied  with, 
milk  bottled  on  the  producers’  premises  maj^  be  sold  under  the  designation 
“ Grade  A.  (Certified)  Milk  ” provided  the  following  additional  conditions 
are  complied  with  : — 

f 1)  The  milk  must  be  cooled  and  bottled  immediately  after  production  for 
delivery  to  the  consumer  in  bottles  which  have  previously  been  sterilised 
by  steam  on  the  premises  where  the  milk  is  produced. 

(2)  Every  bottle  must  be  covered  with  a suitable  cap,  bearing  the  name  and 
address  of  the  producer,  and  of  the  farm  where  it  is  produced,  the  day 
of  production,  and  the  words  “ Grade  A.  (Certified)  Milk.” 

(3)  The  milk  on  examination  at  any  time  before  delivery  to  the  consumer 
must  not  contain  Bacillus  Coli  in  one-tenth  cubic  centimetre  (in  each  of 
two  tubes),  or  more  than  30,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre. 

(4)  The  milk  must  not  be  delivered  to  the  consumer  as  * ‘Grade  A.  (Certified) 
Milk  ” more  than  two  days  after  the  day  of  production. 

I brought  this  matter  before  the  four  District  Councils,  and  also  before 
the  Committee  of  the  United  District. 

As  far  asM  know,  there  is  only  one  producer  of  “ Grade  A.  (Certified) 
Milk  ” in  the  United  District,  and  not  one  of  “ Grade  A.  Milk.” 

The  “ Grade  A.  (Certified)  Milk  ” is  produced  in  a model  cowshed  and 
dairy,  situated  in  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District,  and  it  is 
a great  advantage  to  residents  and  visitors  of  Broadstairs  that  a supply  of 
this  milk  can  be  obtained  by  them. 

I cannot  help  feeling  that  to  the  proprietors  of  the  many  large  Private 
Schools  in  the  United  District  this  question  of  milk  supply  is  a very 
important  one. 

As  to  whether  the  cow-keepers  will  think  it  worth  their  while  to  under- 
take the  production  of  this  clean  milk,  free  from  tubercle,  which  naturally 


involves  them  in  a considerable  amount  of  extra  expense,  depends  upon 
whether  the  public  demands  this  milk,  and  is  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

I may  mention  that  samples  of  milk  have  been  found  to  contain  as 
many  as  28,700,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centrimetre.  “ Nursery  Milk  ” has 
even  been  found  to  contain  5,550,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre,  and  yet 
at  the  model  cowshed  and  dairy  mentioned  above,  by  adopting  adequate 
methods  of  keeping  the  cowshed,  the  cows,  the  utensils,  dairy  and  its 
surroundings  in  a thoroughly  clean  condition,  almost  sterile  milk  has  been 
obtained  ; at  least,  milk  containing  only  90  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre 
has  been  produced. 

A large  number  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  exist  in  the  United  District, 
which  are  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  visit  them  from  time 
to  time.  I have  also  paid  visits  to  some  of  them,  and  hope  to  complete  my 
inspections  during  the  year. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
OF  THE  UNITED  DISTRICT. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  under  the  Infectious 
Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912,  and 
other  Regulations  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid  Fever  and 
Paratyphoid) 

Pneumonia  (Primary  Lobar  and  Influenzal) 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Measles 

German  Measles 


80 

90 

8 

18 

10 

2 

158 

2 


Total 


sm 


Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ...  ...  100 

Tuberculosis  (other)  ...  ...  ...  26 


Total  ...  ...  126 


Owing  to  the  number  of  Convalescent  Homes  in  the  United  District 
which  receive  cases  from  London  and  all  parts  of  the  country,  there  is  a 
great  risk  of  infectious  disease  being  imported,  and  this  fact  accounts  for  a 
number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ; in  one  Convalescent  Plome  alone 
14  cases  were  notified  in  1920. 

The  notificatioivof  measles  ^as  discontinued  in  England  and  Wales  at 
the  end  of  1919,  but^erne  Baj^obtained  power  under  a special  Order  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  dated  March  3rd,  1920,  which  came  into  force  on  March 
8th,  1920,  making  measles  and  German  measles  notifiable  in  the  Urban 
District. 

It  would  not  have  been  surprising  if  the  number  of  persons  in  the  United 
District  notified  as  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  had  been  greater  than 
it  was,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  in  London 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1920. 

On  the  23rd  November,  there  was  being  treated  in  the  Hospitals  of 
the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  the  highest  number  of  patients  that  had 
been  under  treatment  in  one  day  in  the  history  of  the  Board.  Of  this 
number  5,664  were  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  2,594  from  Diphtheria. 
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As  a result  of  the  War,  cases  of  tropical  disease,  such  as  Malaria  and 
Dysentery,  are  now  met  with  in  this  country,  and  precautions  are  taken  to 
prevent  outbreaks  of  these  diseases  when  cases  are  notified.  Trench  Fever 
is  also  a notifiable  disease. 

The  possibility  of  Typhus  being  conveyed  to  this  country  from  the 
Continent  has  been  borne  in  mind,  but  no  case  has  been  notified  during  the 
year  in  the  United  District,  neither  has  there  been  a case  of  Smallpox,  and 
an  almost  total  absence  of  Typhoid  Fever,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  eight  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  which 
occurred  may  be  of  interest  : In  the  Herne  Bay  Urban  District  two  cases  were 
notified,  one  a female  on  May  26th.  There  was  a history  of  the  consumption  of 
oysters  by  the  patient  four  weeks  previously.  The  other,  a male,  notified  on 
July  31st  ; he  travelled  to  London  daily,  and  probably  contracted  the  disease 
there.  In  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  one  case,  a female, 
was  notified  on  Sept.  30th.  This  was  definitely  proved  to  be  an  imported  case. 
In  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District,  five  cases  of  Paratyphoid  were 
notified  at  Stonar  House.  They  occurred  among  officials  connected  with  the 
Aliens’  Children’s  Camp,  organised  by  the  Famine  Area  Children’s  Hos- 
pitality Committee,  and,  as  far  as  I know,  the  source  of  the  outbreak  could 
not  be  traced. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  provided  by  the  four  Councils  for  use  by  medical 
practitioners  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  occurring  among  the  poorer  inhabitants 
of  the  District,  and  a supply  is  kept  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  at  their 
Offices,  and  also  at  two  Chemists’  Shops  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District, 
and  at  the  Broadstairs  Police  Station.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  also  keep  a 
stock  of  Anti-Tetanic  Serum  for  prophylactic  treatment. 

On  commencing  duty  as  Medical  Officer  of  .Health  last  Autumn,  I sent 
a circular  letter  to  the  medical  practitioners,  in  which  I emphasised  the 
necessity  of  “ cultivations  ” being  taken  from  “ contacts  ” of  cases  of 
Diphtheria. 

Doctors  are  supplied  with  “ swabs  ” from  the  County  Laboratory  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  “ cultivations,”  and  an  extra  supply  of  ” swabs  ” is 
kept  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  each  district  through  an  arrangement  I 
have  made  with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  use  in  case  of  emergency. 
As  to  whether  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Medical  Attendant  of  the 
patient  should  visit  the  home  and  take  “ cultivations  ” from  “ contacts  ” 
of  a case  of  Diphtheria,  is  a question,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only 
reasonable  that  the  patient’s  family  doctor  should  do  this,  especially  if  he  be 
provided  with  ” swabs  ” for  the  purpose,  and  if,  as  in  Kent,  they  be 
examined  free  of  charge. 

I feel  it  is  in  the  interest  of  Public  Health  that  the  salaried  official,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  should  do  the  necessary  administrative  work,  and 
that  the  clinical  work  should  be  in  the  hands  of  general  practitioners.  It  is 
essential  in  the  public  interest  that  there  should  be  the  fullest  co-operation. 

As  I am  also  School  Medical  Inspector  for  the  Schools  of  the  United 
District,  I am  able  to  visit  the  Schools  when  necessary  in  addition  to  my 
routine  inspections,  to  examine  the  children  and  take  “ cultivations  ” if  I 
think  they  are  required. 

The  bacteriological  work  m-  connected  with  the  United  District  is 
carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory  ^ Maidstone,  free  of  charge.  This 
Institution  is  of  great  assistance,  and  I feel  much  indebted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  for  the  valuable  help  he  is  always  ready  to  give. 

It  has  been  laid  down:  that  local  Councils  are  responsible  for  providing 
hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  occurring 
among  the  inmates  of  Convalescent  Homes  and  similar  institutions,  and  also 
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for  cases  of  these  diseases  occurring  among  visitors  in  hotels,  lodging-houses 
and  boarding-houses.  It  appears  to  me  that  provision  for  the  latter  group 
should  certainly  be  made  in  the  local  Isolation  Hospitals,  but  that  Convales- 
cent Homes,  Private  Schools  and  other  similar  institutions  should  each  be 
required  to  provide  a small  Sanatorium,  in  which  can  be  isolated  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  if  they  occur  and  there  is  not  room  for  them  in  the  local 
Fever  Hospital,  and  in  which  inmates  suffering  from  illnesses  of  doubtful 
character  can  be  temporarily  isolated. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  always  advisable  to  remove  cases  of  notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  from  Institutions  to  the  local  Fever  Hospital,  if  accom- 
modation is  available,  for  the  sake  of  the  health  of  the  district. 

If  a Local  Authority  has  to  provide  Isolation  Hospital  treatment  for  a 
person  whose  usual  place  of  abode  is  in  another  District,  then  the  Council 
of  the  District  providing  the  treatment  can  make  a claim  for  the  payment  of 
expenses  from  the  Council  of  the  District  in  which  the  patient  usually  resides. 

As  a further  safeguard  against  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease,  I have 
arranged  to  examine  (in  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  District)  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Sec.  57,  children  who  have 
been  patients  in  the  Thanet  Isolation  Hospital,  and  also  those  who  have  been 
in  contact  wtih  them,  before  their  return  to  school. 

The  fee  for  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases,  which  was  unfortunately 
reduced  from  2s.  6d.  to  Is.  during  the  war,  still  remains  at  that  figure, 
except  in  Herne  Bay,  where  medical  practitioners  are  paid  2s.  6d.  for  notify- 
ing Measles  and  German  Measles. 

No.  primary  or  re- vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Plealth  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Mortality  from  Influenza  was  nine.  In  1919  it  was  35,  and  in  1918  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  78.  No  cases  of  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  were  notified  during  the  year. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED, 
EXCLUDING  MEASLES,  GERMAN  MEASLES  & TUBERCULOSIS. 


Inhabitants  of  Con- 
valescent Homes, 
Private  Schools  and 
other  Institutions. 

Inhabitants 
of  Private 
Houses. 

Total. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s 

30 

72 

102 

Blean 

2 

12 

14 

Herne  Bay 

16 

45 

61 

Isle  of  Thanet 

16 

15 

31 

— 

— 

— 

64 

144 

208 

In  connection  with  the  above  figures,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  the  Broad- 
stairs and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  a considerable  amount  of  “ swabbing  ” 
of  contacts  in  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  carried  out,  and,  in  consequence,  mild 
cases  of  the  disease  were  discovered  and  notified.  This,  of  course,  is 
essential  if  outbreaks  are  to  be  brought  to  an  end. 

DISINFECTION. 

There  are  three  Steam  Disinfectors  available  for  use  in  the  United 
District. 

The  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  possesses  a “ Thresh,” 
which  is  erected  in  the  Council’s  Yard.  Although  not  very  large,  it  appears 
to  be  quite  efficient. 
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The  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District  has  the  use  of  a “ Washington  Lyon,” 
situated  at  the  Poor  Law  Institution,  Minster,  and  the  property  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians.  This  is  a high  pressure  disinfector. 

The  Blean  Rural  District  and  the  Herne  Bay  Urban  District  use  a 
“ Thresh”  Steam  Disinfector,  situated  at  the  Blean  Poor  Law  Institution 
at  Herne  Common,  and  the  property  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  It  has  been 
in  use  for  many  years. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  deals  with  cases  of  Tuberculosis  occurring 
in  the  United  District,  but  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912,  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is 
responsible  for  seeing  that,  if  domiciliary  treatment  is  carried  out,  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  patients  live,  particularly  as  regards  ventilation  of 
bedrooms,  are  satisfactory,  that  no  overcrowding  exists,  and  that  sanitary 
defects,  especially  those  which  cause  dampness,  are  dealt  with. 

It  is  difficult  to  keep  in  touch  with  all  the  cases  notified,  as  patients 
move  out  of  the  district,  or  from  house  to  house  in  the  district,  but  when  a 
case  of  Tuberculosis  moves  from  one  house  to  another,  or  is  sent  to  a 
sanatorium,  or  dies,  disinfection  of  the  room  occupied  by  the  patient  is 
carried  out  as  soon  as  the  necessary  information  is  obtained.*  The  County 
Sanatorium  is  situated  at  Lenham,  and  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  in 
existence  for  the  purpose  of  serving  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  at  Rams- 
gate, Margate,  Herne  Bay,  Faversham  and  Canterbury.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  there  are  large  attendances  at  these  Dispensaries. 

As  far  as  could  be  estimated,  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
United  District  on  December  31st,  1920,  was  : Pulmonary  146,  and  Other  51. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  registered  in  the  District  during 
the  year  was  50.  Of  these,  19  had  been  notified.  This  at  first  would  appear 
to  be  a very  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
some  of  these  deaths  took  place  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  District,  and 
the  cases  had  probably  been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Districts 
outside  the  United  District  either  before  or  after  admission. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  deals  with  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Venereal 
disease,  and  the  following  arrangements  have  been  made  as  far  as  the  United 
District  is  concerned,  viz.,  Treatment  Centres  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  been  provided  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital,  and  at  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Margate,  and  are  available  for  persons  belonging  to 
the  United  District. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  warning  notices  were 
posted  in  suitable  positions  in  the  United  District,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
information  as  to  hours  of  attendance  at  treatment  centres. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  administration  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  and  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Act  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  these  Acts,  four  Nurses  are 
employed  as  Health  Visitors,  who  also  are  Tuberculosis  and  School  Nurses. 

Their  districts  are  arranged  as  follows  : — 

Broadstairs  U.D.  and  Thanet  R.D.  ...  Mrs.  Morris. 

Herne  Bay  U.D.,  and  the  Villages  of  Swale- 
cliffe,  Herne  and  Reculver  ...  ...  Mrs.  Stokes. 

The  Villages  of  Chislet,  Hackington,  Hoath, 

St.  Dunstan,  Sturry,  and  Westbere  ...  Miss  Worthington. 

The  Villages  of  Sea  Salter  and  Blean  ...  Miss  Tayeor. 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Two  Centres  are  in  existence,  one  a voluntary  one  in  Broadstairs,  and 
one  carried  on  by  the  County  Council  in  Herne  Bay. 

The  former,  which  is  called  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Mothercraft 
Club,  is  held  at  12,  The  Broadway,  where  the  Health  Visitor,  Mrs.  Morris, 
who  is  the  Superintendent,  resides. 

The  Club,  which  is  affiliated  to  the  Association  of  Infant  Welfare  and 
Physical  Education  at  No.  4,  Tavistock  Square,  London,  was  started  in 
October,  1915,  in  the  St.  Peter’s  Parish  Room,  where  the  mothers  met  on 
one  afternoon  in  each  week  to  have  their  babies  weighed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  to  receive  advice  from  the  Medical  Officer  as  to  treatment  and 
feeding.  The  Club  was  so  much  appreciated  by  the  members  that  the 
Committee  decided  that  better  premises  were  necessary,  and  in  October, 
1916,  they  moved  to  No.  12,  The  Broadway,  thus  securing  a very  central 
position  for  their  work. 

From  the  Report  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1920,  it  appears  that 
the  following  attendances  were  made  : — 


Women  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,404 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  648 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  560 

Average  Attendance  Weekly. 

Women  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15*3 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13’4 


Glaxo,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  etc.,  are  supplied. 

A Baby  Show  was  held  in  the  summer. 

A class  on  “ The  Care  and  Management  of  Infants,”  for  girls  who  have 
just  left  school,  is  well  attended.  A Boot  Club  has  been  started.  Courses 
of  Lectures  have  been  given,  and  also  single  lectures,  the  babies  being  under 
the  care  of  voluntary  helpers  in  the  nurseries  while  the  mothers  listen  to 
the  lectures  without  distraction. 

A Flag  Day  was  held,  and  a substantial  sum  raised  on  behalf  of  the 
funds,  which  appear  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  Annual  Grant  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1920 
amounted  to  ^109  3s.,  the  Ministry  expressing  their  satisfaction  of  the  work 
being  done  in  the  following  words  : ‘ ‘ The  Ministry  were  glad  to  learn  from 
the  report  of  their  Inspector  that  the  organisation  of  the  work  of  the  Centre 
was  particularly  good,  and  they  desire  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the 
fact.” 

THE  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE  AT  HERNE  BAY 

Was  organised  by  the  District  Nursing  Association,  and  was  opened 
in  July,  1920,  at  the  Parochial  Church  Institute,  for  which  a rent  of  £\b  a 
year,  including  lighting  and  heating,  is  paid.  This  building  provides 
excellent  accommodation. 

Mothers  and  children  attend  from  the  surrounding  villages,  as  well  as 
from  Herne  Bay.  The  number  of  attendances  to  the  end  of  the  year  was 
203.  The  Centre  was  formed  by  local  effort,  and  adopted  later  as  part  of  the 
Kent  County  Council  scheme,  and  the  Health  Visitor  (Mrs.  Stokes)  is  in 
charge. 

The  Centre  is  opened  one  afternoon  a week.  One  of  the  local  medical 
practitioners  is  Medical  Officer,  and  attends  once  a fortnight.  Glaxo  and 


18 


oX  |vV-« 

Virol  are  supplied  free -oncost.  A Tea  is  provided  for  those  who  attend  by 
lady  members  of  the  Committee.  The  District  Nurse  attends,  babies  are 
weighed,  and  advice  as  to  the  rearing  of  healthy  infants  is  given. 

STAFF- 

This  consists  of  myself,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I also  act  as 
School  Medical  Inspector  under  the  Kent  Education  Committee. 

In  each  of  the  four  districts  is  a Sanitarj^  Inspector,  appointed  by  the 
District  Council.  The  names  and  addresses  of  these  Officials,  each  of  whom 
is  a certificated  Inspector,  as  as  follows  : — 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  U.D. — John  Dain,  Pierremont  Hall,  Broadstairs 
Isle  of  Thanet  R.D. — E.  Richardson,  6,  Station  Road,  Birchington. 
Blean  R.D. — R.  Mixes,  Eddington,  near  Herne  Bay. 

Herne  Bay  U.D. — H.  J.  Norris,  Town  Hall,  Herne  Bay. 

Mr.  Dain  and  Mr.  Richardson  hold  the  Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter's  U.D. — Isle  of  Thanet  R.D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  from  the  Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban 
District  and  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District  are  admitted  to  the  Isle  of 
Thanet  Joint  Hospital,  which  is  situated  at  Haine  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural 
District,  and  takes  patients  from  the  Boroughs  of  Ramsgate  and  Margate  also. 

This  Hospital  was  built  some  twenty  years  ago  to  accommodate  82 
patients — including  four  beds  in  two  double-bedded  wards  in  the  “Observa- 
tion Block” — at  a total  cost  of  ^58,816  3s.  9d.  The  accommodation  was 
increased  about  ten  years  ago  by  adding  two  more  double-bedded  Wards  to 
the  “ Observation  Block,”  which  now  consists  of  four  double-bedded  Wards 
and  is  used  for  isolating  cases  of  mixed  infection,  and  cases  in  which  the 
diagnosis  on  admission,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer,  is  doubtful. 

Since  the  Hospital  was  opened,  the  number  of  beds  has  been  increased, 
without  increasing  the  size  of  the  building  except  the  “ Observation  Block,” 
until  now  the  number  of  beds  and  cots  is  120,  arranged  as  follows  : — 


* 

Original 

At 

Present. 

No.  of  Beds. 

Beds. 

Cots. 

Scarlet  Fever  No.  1 

25 

34 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  No.  2 

25 

34 

3 

Diphtheria 

14 

16 

2 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

14 

16 

3 

Observation 

4 

8 

- 

Total 

82 

108 

12 

The  provision  of  86  beds  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  serving  a district 
with  a population  of  the  size  of  that  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  might  be  sufficient 
if  the  winter  population  and  the  summer  population  were  the  same,  but 
whereas  the  winter  population  may  be  estimated  between  80,000  and  90,000, 
the  summer  population  is  probably  250,000  or  more  ; moreover,  the  larger 
proportion  of  persons  inhabiting  the  Island  in  the  summer  live  in  lodging 
houses,  boarding-houses  and  hotels,  which  have  no  means  of  isolating  cases 
of  infectious  disease.  Then  again,  in  Thanet  there  are  a large  number  of 
Schools,  Convalescent  Homes,  and  other  Institutions,  in  which  it  is  often 
impossible  to  adequately  isolate  or  treat  cases  of  infectious  disease,  or  to 
isolate  diseases  in  which  the  diagnosis  is  “ doubtful.” 
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From  the  above  remarks  it  will  be  seen  that  in  providing  120  beds  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board  has  acted  wisely,  but  I think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  extra 
beds  have  not  been  placed  in  an  enlarged  “ Observation  Block,”  and  in  an 
“ Admission  Block,”  which  I consider  is  wanted.  It  appears  to  me  also  very 
desirable,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  is  greater  than 
formerly,  and  owing  to  the  more  serious  nature  of  the  disease,  that  more  beds 
should  be  set  apart  for  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  the  number  of  beds  for 
Scarlet  Fever  should  be  correspondingly  reduced. 

The  patients  are  attended  by  a medical  practitioner  who  resides  in 
Margate.  There  is  no  Medical  Superintendent. 

A Smallpox  Hospital,  consisting  of  a corrugated  iron  building,  con- 
taining 16  beds,  is  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet,  and  managed 
by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Joint  Hospital  Board  is  about  to  provide  a Motor  Ambulance  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  from  the  four  districts  served 
by  the  Hospital  to  that  Institution.  I am  sure  for  many  reasons  this  is  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  patients. 

Herne  Bay  U.D. 

Cases  of  Typhoid.  FT ver  and  other  eases-ef-infectious  disease  occurring  in 
the  Herne  Bay  Urban  District,  if  they  be  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever,  are 
admitted  to  a small  building  in  Sea  Street,  consisting  of  two  cottages.  This 
Hospital  has  been  in  existence  for  about  thirty  years,  and  last  year,  before  I 
commenced  duty  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Herne  Bay  District 
Council  decided  to  carry  out  certain  alterations  so  that  cases  of  the  twTo 
diseases  above  mentioned  should  be  treated  in  the  building  at  the  same  time. 

Four  small  bedrooms,  in  which  there  are  eleven  beds  and  cots,  are  set 
apart  on  the  first  floor  for  the  accommodation  of  patients.  The  rooms  on  the 
ground  floor  provide  accommodation  for  members  of  the  staff.  There  are 
two  bathrooms  and  two  w.c.’s  on  the  first  floor,  while  below  there  is  a 
laundry,  a kitchen  and  two  w.c.’s.  The  building  stands  on  about  a quarter- 
of-an-acre  of  land. 

The  Staff  consists  of  a nurse-in-charge,  and  an  assistant  nurse  ; a woman 
is  employed  to  do  scrubbing,  etc.,  three  days  a week. 

Cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in 
the  Urban  District,  if  the  Hospital  is  full,  are  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
of  the  Blean  Rural  District,  there  being  an  arrangement  with  the  Council  of 
that  district  for  admitting  them  at  a charge  of  £4  4s.  per  patient  per  week. 

Focal  doctors  attend  their  own  patients  in  the  Herne  Bay  Hospital, 
and  there  is  no  Medical  Superintendent. 

Number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  * 4 

Total  ...  ...  22 

Blean  R.D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  in  the  Blean  Rural  District  are 
treated  in  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  about  two  miles  from 
Herne  Bay. 

It  consists  of  an  Administrative  Block,  in  which  is  accommodation  for 
the  Staff,  and  is  situated  at  the  entrance  gate,  three  separate  Ward  Blocks, 
and  a Laundry  Block,  in  which  is  also  housed  the  Ambulance  belonging  to 
the  Rural  District  Council. 
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The  Hospital  is  situated  in  an  isolated  position,  and  is  erected  on  a 
piece  of  land  about  two  acres  in  extent. 

All  the  buildings  are  of  brick,  and  are  well  constructed.  The  number 
of  beds  at  present  in  the  wards  is  25  and  2 cots.  Accordng  to  the  amount  of 
cubic  space  there  should  not  be  more  than  16  beds  and  2 cots.  Water  is  laid 
on  from  the  main.  Earth  closets  are  in  use,  and  one  w.c.  Sink  waste  from 
the  Wards,  and  the  drain  from  the  w.c.’s  flow  into  a cesspool.  The  waste 
water  from  the  Administrative  Block  is  disposed  of  on  the  land. 

The  Nursing  Staff  consists  of  one  head  nurse,  one  assistant  nurse,  and  a 
wardmaid.  Temporary  nurses  are  employed  when  required.  A man  and 
wife  are  employed  as  porter  and  cook. 

At  present,  as  stated  above,  some  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  from  the 
Herne  Bay  Urban  District  are  admitted  to  this  Hospital,  and  some  are 
admitted  from  the  Whitstable  Urban  District. 

In  my  opinion,  with  some  alterations  and  additions,  this  Hospital  would 
be  admirably  suited  to  take  all  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  in 
the  Blean,  Herne  Bay  and  Whitstable  Districts. 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Hospital  in  1920  : — 

Blean  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Herne  Bay  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Whitstable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

24 

A medical  practitioner  living  in  Herne  Bay  attends  the  patients,  and  is 
paid  by  the  Council.  There  is  no  Medical  Superintendent. 

SMALL  POX. 

A Plospital  situated  in  the  Blean  Rural  District,  near  the  boundary  of  the 
Herne  Bay  Urban  District,  and  built  in  1902  by  the  Council  of  the  latter 
district,  provides  accommodation  for  cases  of  this  disease  occurring  in  either 
district.  The  building  is  well  planned,  and  is  constructed  of  wood  and  corru- 
gated iron.  It  contains  twelve  beds  for  patients  and  three  beds  for  Staff,  and  is 
in  an  isolated  position.  Water  supply  is  from  the  main.  Earth  closets  are 
used,  and  a cesspool  provided  to  take  the  drainage  from  the  baths  and  sinks. 

INTERIM  REPORT  ON  THE  FUTURE  PROVISION  OF 
MEDICAL  AND  ALLIED  SERVICES. 

Made  by  the  Consultative  Council  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

I brought  this  to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  the  four  District  Councils 
by  means  of  a special  report  which  was  circulated  among  them. 

In  view  of  the  provision  of  Health  Centres,  and  other  proposals,  far 
reaching  in  character,  in  the  Report,  it  is  worthy  of  the  serious  consideration 
of  all  Pubic  Bodies. 

HOUSING. 

The  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  is,  I think  I may  saj^, 
the  most  important  question  confronting  Local  Authorities  at  the  present 
time. 

I consider  that,  taking  everything  into  consideration,  the  number  of 
houses  erected  in  the  United  District  to  meet  the  increase  of  the  population 
among  the  better  classes  during  the  year,  was  greater  than  one  could  have 
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had  reason  to  expect,  but  I am  very  doubtful  whether  a sufficient  number  of 
houses  for  the  working  class  will  be  provided  by  private  enterprise,  even  with 
a Government  subsidy. 

With  regard  to  the  provision  of  houses  for  the  working  class  in  the 
United  District,  I may  say  that  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District  Council  has 
commenced  building  twelve  houses  at  Manston,  and  the  land  has  been 
purchased  for'  the  erection  of  houses  in  other  villages  in  the  Rural  District. 
The  Broadstairs  Urban  District  Council  has  purchased  the  necessary  land, 
and  is  shortly  erecting  fifty-four  houses  for  the  working  class. 

Councils  naturally  do  not  like  to  close  houses  unfit  for  habitation,  for 
fear  of  turning  the  tenants  into  the  street  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses, 
but  at  the  same  time  I think  Closing  Orders  should  be  made  in  these  cases, 
for  in  the  event  of  a tenant  dying  o^Lbeing  able  to  vacate  the  house  for 
some  reason,  the  landlord  is  unable  then  to  let  it  again. 

There  are  many  houses  which,  for  various  reasons,  are  not,  to  use  the 
words  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919,  “ in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.”  The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  its  Manual  on  Housing,  states  that, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  a comparatively  low  standard  of  housing 
must  be  accepted  as  reasonable,  although  a higher  standard  is  desirable,  but 
all  houses  should  fulfil  the  following  eight  conditions  : They  should  be  : — 

(1)  Free  from  serious  dampness  ; 

(2)  Satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated  ; 

(3)  Properly  drained,  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary  conveniences, 

and  writh  a sink  and  suitable  arrangements  for  disposing  of  slop 
water  ; and 

(4)  In  good  general  repair  ; 

And  should  have  : — 

(5)  A satisfactory  water  supply  ; 

(6)  Adequate  washing  accommodation  ; 

(7)  Adequate  facilities  for  preparing  and  cooking  food  ; and 

(8)  A well- ventilated  store  for  food. 

District  Councils,  being  Sanitary  Authorities,  must  look  at  this  question 
of  housing  from  the  point  of  view  of  Public  Health,  no  matter  how  much 
they  may  sympathise  with  the  unfortunate  owners  of  property,  and  they 
must  remember  it  is  far  better  to  prevent  disease,  particularly  Tuberculosis, 
by  seeing  that  the  population  is  living  in  good  houses  under  satisfactory 
sanitary  conditions,  rather  than  the  ratepayers  should  have  the  expense  of 
maintaining  Tuberculosis  Sanatoria  and  Dispensaries,  in  order  to  treat  a 
disease  which  should  have  been  prevented,  and  could  be  prevented  to  a 
great  extent,  by  the  provision  of  healthy  homes,  good  food,  and  healthy 
occupations  . 

The  shortage  of  houses  has  been  remedied  to  some  extent  by  the 
conversion  of  large  houses  into  flats  ; in  this  connection,  I may  point 
out  that  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1907,  Sec.  23,  this  conversion  is  deemed 
to  be  the  erection  of  a new  building,  and  it  is  necessary  that  plans  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Council. 

In  connection  with  the  erection  of  houses  by  Local  Authorities,  two 
points  have  to  be  remembered,  viz.,  that  if  possible  an  ” economic  rent  ” 
must  be  obtained,  and  that  the  term  ” working  class  ” has  not  been  defined. 

Owners  of  property  have  a duty  to  their  tenants,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
they  are  placed  in  a very  unfortunate  position  as  a result  of  recent  legislation, 
and  by  the  very  heavy  cost  of  repairs,  but  it  is  the  duty  of  District  Councils 
to  see  that  landlords  keep  their  property  in  a state  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 
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BLEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Ark  A (excluding  Water) 

Population  (Census,  1911) 

Population,  1920  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)... 
Rateable;  Value  of  the  Rural  District 
Assessable  Value 
Amount  Produced  by  a Penny  Rate 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  : — 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Heath  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907: 

Part  II.  Secs.  15,  16,  17  and  23. 

Part  III.,  Secs.  34,  35,  38,  43,  44,  46  and  49. 


26,865  acres 
7,597 
7,361 
£62,171 
£54,173 
£226 


Bye-Daws  made  under  the  Public  Heath  (Amendment  )Act,  1890,  Sec.  26, 
are  in  force  in  the  Parishes  of  St.  Stephen’s,  Sturry,  Westbere,  Herne 
and  Reculver. 


Special  Regulations  as  to  the  constructions  of  drains  and  connections  to 
the  sewer,  are  in  force  in  the  Parishes  of  Herne  and  Rcculvcr  only. 

Poor  Law  Out-Relief  for  the  year  1920  : — 

Sturry  District 

Chislet,  Herne,  Herne  Bay,  Hoath,  Swale- 
cliff  e,  Whitstable  and  Sea  Salter 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Male...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Female  ...  ...  ...  52 

Total  ...  ...  89 


£143  9 9 
£1,225  3 0 


Death  Rate  from  all  causes  per  1,000  of  the  Population  : — 


Blean  R.D. 

England  & Wales 

12'07 

12*4 

Number  of  Births  : — 

Male  ... 

69 

(Legitimate  67,  Illegitimate  2) 

Female 

82 

(Legitimate  78,  Illegitimate  4) 

Total 

151 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  Population 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 
Male  ... 

Female 

Total  . . . 


Blean  RD. 
2051 


England  & Wales 

25-4 


(illegitimate  1) 
(illegitimate  2) 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Total  deaths  under  one  3Tear  per  1,000  registered 
Births)  : — 

Blean  R.D.  England  & Wales 

59  ...  ...  80 
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BlyEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nett 

Birth  Rate. 

1915  ...  16'31 

1916  ...  20-61 

1917  ...  1490 

1918  ...  15-93 

1919  ...  13-02 

1920  ...  20-51 


Nett 

Infant 

Death  Rate. 

Mortality  Rate. 

12-93 

55 

15-71 

31 

17-21 

100 

15-08 

51 

10-73 

20 

12-07 

59 

England  and  Wales. 

1920  ...*  25-4  ...  12-4  ...  80 


The  Vital  Statistics  are  satisfactory,  the  Infant  Mortalhy  Rate  being  59, 
as  compared  with  80  for  England  and  Wales. 


Statistics  for  the  Rural  Ditrict  for  the  year  1911  were  : — 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  "96 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  17*74 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  66 

Cancer  and  Heart  Disease,  as  is  usual,  were  responsible  for  the  greatest 
number  of  deaths — 10  and  9 respectively.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
Pneumonia  caused  5.  Whooping  Cough  caused  3.  Only  2 were  attributed 
to  Influenza,  and  none  to  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Diphtheria. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  BEEAN  R.  D.,  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  MALES.  FEMALES. 


Civilians  Only,  All  Causes 

37 

52 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-pox 

— 

— 

3.  Measles  ... 

— 

— 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

2 

6.  Diphtheria 

— 

— ' 

7.  Influenza  ... 

1 

1 

8.  Erysipelas 

— 

— 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

10.  Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

— 

— 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

1 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease... 

1 

9 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

14.  Meningitis 

— 

— 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

5 

4 

16.  Bronchitis 

1 

2 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

4 

18.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

19.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

20.  Appendicitis 

— 

2 

•21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

— 

21a.  Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

2 

— 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

25.  Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

1 

1 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

2 

1 

27.  Suicide 

2 

— 

28.  Other  defined  Diseases 

17 

23 

29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

24 


For  the  following  information  I 
Water  Supply. — Three  Public 
District,  as  follows  : — 

Source  of  Supply. 

Canterbury  Gas  & Water  Co. 

Herne  Bay  Water  Co. 
Whitstabee  Water  Co. 


am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : 
Water  Supplies  are  available  in  the 

Area  Supplied. 

Portions  of  the  Parishes  of  St. 
Stephen’s,  St.  Dunstan’s  Without, 
Sturry,  Westbere,  and  Chislet. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  Parishes 
of  Herne  and  Hoath. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  Parish  of 
Whitstable  cum  Sea  Salter. 


The  Guardians  of  the  Rural  District  have  also  a small  plant  at  the  Union 
Workhouse,  which  supplies  31  houses  at  Herne  Common.  The  supplies 
from  all  the  Works  described  above  are  constant. 


The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  now  connected  with  the 


Public  Mains  is  1,174.  The 
follows  : — 

numbers 

in  the  different 

Parishes  being  as 

Chislet 

71 

Herne 

...  439 

Hoath 

55 

Reculver  . . . 

...  122 

St.  Dunstan’s  Without 

9 

St.  Stephen’s 

...  109 

Sturry 

211 

Westbere  ... 

...  39 

Whitstable  cum  Seasalter 

119 

During  the  year  30  fresh  houses  were  connected  to  the  main.  Six  of 
them  were  old  houses  connected  after  notice  had  been  served  on  the  owner, 
and  the  remaining  24  were  new  dwellings. 

The  Water  Supply  at  Blean  Parish  is  furnished  by  two  streams,  on 
each  of  which  a public  dipping  place  is  provided. 

The  houses  in  the  Marshside  portion  of  Chislet  derive  their  supply 
from  shallow  wells,  and  a small  group  of  houses  at  Reculver  is  supplied 
by  a single  well. 


Fourteen  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year, 
and  of  these  two  were  taken  from  a pond  in  front  of  Herne  Bay  College, 
where  a case  of  blood  poisoning  had  occurred,  and  were  found  to  be  badly 
polluted  with  organic  matter,  and  the  pond  is  being  filled  up.  Of  the 
remainder,  five  were  so  polluted  as  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  two 
were  of  fair  organic  quality,  and  five  were  described  as  safe  for  drinking 
purposes  . 

Sewerage. — The  Parishes  of  Herne  and  Reculver  are  in  the  main  drained 
by  the  Council’s  sewers  with  disposal  works  situated  at  Hillborough,  in  the 
Parish  of  Reculver.  During  the  year  the  private  street  known  as  Parsonage 
Road,  Eddington,  was  sewered.  Another  private  street  at  Beltinge  is  to 
be  sewered  in  the  New  Year.  Certain  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Herne  have 
not  yet  been  connected  to  the  sewer,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  owners  to 
defray  the  cost.  The  Herne  Schools,  too,  have  not  yet  been  connected,  a 
state  of  affairs  that  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue.  These  premises  have 
formed  the  subject  of  several  reports  to  the  Council. 

During  the  year,  the  Church  Street  and  Joy  Fane  portions  of  the  Parish 
of  Whitstable  cum  Seasalter  were  provided  with  sewers,  connecting  to  the 
Whitstable  Urban  District’s  system.  The  connection  of  the  houses  is 
proceeding  satisfactorily. 

The  more  thickly  populated  portion  of  St.  Stephen’s  Parish  is  drained 
and  connected  to  the  Canterbury  Corporation’s  system. 
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Cesspools,  in  the  remaining  parts  of  the  District,  are  emptied  by  Con- 
tractors appointed  by  the  Council.  The  contents  are  pumped  into  tank  carts, 
each  holding  250  gallons,  and  discharged  on  land  remote  from  dwellings. 
There  are  five  of  these  carts  at  work  in  the  district. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

<x 

Numbers  of  each  type  of  sanitary  convenience  in  district  (approximate)  : 


W.C.’s  into  drainage  system  ... 

399 

W.C.’s  into  cesspools  ... 

380 

Earth  Closets  or  Privy  Middens 

36 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ... 

...  1,070 

SCAVENGING. 

Collection  of  domestic  refuse  is  carried  out  twice  a week  in  the  more 
thickly  populated  portions  of  Sturry,  Westbere,  Herne  and  Reculver,  and  in 
the  portion  of  St.  Stephen’s  Parish  known  as  “ Forty  Acres.”  The  refuse 
is  collected  before  9 a.m.  and  carted  to  a depot,  where  it  is  sorted  and  the 
residue  applied  to  the  land. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Particulars  of  work  carried  out  : — 

Privies. — 7 were  converted  into  Pail  Closets. 

2 were  converted  into  Water  Closets. 

2 extra  Pail  Closets  provided  where  2 existed  for  4 houses. 

6 New  Sanitary  Pails  provided. 

Drains. — Forty  defective  drains  were  found  and  repaired,  and  in  addi- 
tion the  drains  to  six  premises  had  to  be  entirely  reconstructed. 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  Abated. — Seventy-two. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT. 


Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

Total  No.  of  Notices 
Served. 

Statutory 

complied 

with. 

Informal 

complied 

with. 

Statutory. 

Informal.  | 

Dwelling  Houses  under  P.H.A. 

534 

31 

122 

30 

120  j 

Dwelling  Houses  under  H.  & T.P.A. 

167 

3 

56 

Commenc’d 

48 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  

133 

51 

48 

Slaughter  Houses,  Knacker’s  Yards 

12 

2 

2 j 

Number  of  Meetings  attended 

29 

Number  of  Letters  sent  

259 

Number  of  Complaints  received 

24 

Number  of  Drains  Tested 

17 

Water  Certificates  issued  for  New 

Houses 

26 

KNACKERS  YARDS  AND  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  one  Knackers  Yard  in  the  district,  which  has  been  recently 
repaired  and  drained  under  my  direction.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  no 
complaints  have  been  received  in  respect  either  of  this  or  the  Gut-Scrapers’ 
Premises  situated  at  Seasalter. 
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elementary  schools. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Conveniences  at  the  majority  of  the 
Schools  were  not. kept  in  a satisfactory  condition,  and  notices  were  served  on 
the  Managers  of  the  Blean,  Hoath,  and  Swalecliffe  Schools  to  remedy  the 
conditions  found.  The  cleansing  of  the  interior  of  some  of  the  Schools,  too, 
is  not  satisfactory. 

Herne  Schools  have  not  yet  been  redrained  and  connected  to  the  sewer. 

FOOD. 

Dairies , Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  number  of  Cowkeepers,  etc., 
registered  in  the  district  is  88,  and  these  have  been  visited  133  times,  result- 
ing in  the  issue  of  52  Notices  relating  to  the  following  defects  : Cleansing, 
41  ; Drainage,  3 ; Paving,  4 ; Lighting  2 ; Swine  kept  contrary  to  the 
Order,  2. 

The  Sheds  on  the  whole  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition,  but  many  of 
the  older  sheds  require  to  be  reconstructed  in  accordance  with  modern 
principles.  A few  cowkeepers  have  their  herds  tested  with  Tuberculin,  but 
very  little  attention  appears  to  be  paid  to  the  groomjng  of  the  animals. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Food. — There  are  at  present  only 
two  Slaughterhouses  in  regular  use  in  the  district.  These  are  kept  in  a 
cleanly  state,  but  one  is  an  extremely  small  wooden  building.  No  carcases 
of  diseased  animals  were  discovered  during  the  year. 

In  1914.  In  Jan.,  1920.  In  Dec.,  1920. 

Registered  ...  4 ...  2 ...  2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  not  appointed  to  carry  out  duties  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  30  Notifications  were  received,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  (10  Pulmonary)  ...  ...  ...  16 

30 

Six  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  and  the  whole  of  the  Diphtheria  were 
treated  in  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital.  One  Scarlet  Fever  patient,  a 
schoolboy,  was  treated  in  the  Sanatorium  attached  to  the  School,  and  the 
remaining  case  was  treated  at  home.  Altogether  17  premises  were 
disinfected. 

There  is  still  great  laxity  in  reporting  the  removal  of  tubercular  patients, 
so  that  prompt  and  efficient  disinfection  of  premises  vacated  by  such  persons 
is  rendered  difficult. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  Acts,  1890-1919. — The  housing  conditions  throughout  the  dis- 
trict are  fairly  good,  although  there  is  a slight  shortage  of  houses,  due  to  the 
influx  of  coal  miners  into  the  district.  The  Colliery  Company  have  pur- 
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chased  a certain  amount  of  property,  notably  in  the  Parish  of  Chislet,  for 
their  workmen,  which  has  rendered  it  more  difficult  for  the  original 
inhabitants  of  the  district  to  obtain  accommodation.  The  Colliery  Company 
proposed  erecting  their  own  village,  but  this  has  not  advanced  much  during 
the  year,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  materials  and  labour  difficulties.  Only 
six  houses  have  been  erected. 

Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919,  the  Council 
proposes  to  erect  31  houses,  viz.,  21  at  Hunters  Forstal,  in'  the  Parish  of 
Herne,  and  10  in  the  Parish  of  Sturry.  The  sites  for  these  houses  have  been 
acquired,  and  a tender  for  the  erection  of  10  at  Hunters  Forstal  accepted, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Outside  of  the  Housing  Scheme,  the  Council  proposes  to  erect  two  houses 
at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  the  Parish  of  Reculver,  for  the  Engineers 
employed  there. 

Overcrowding. — There  is  not  a great  deal  of  overcrowding  in  the 
district.  What  exists  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  older  cottages  in 
the  district  have  only  two  bedrooms,  thus  not  providing  sufficient  air-space 
in  the  case  of  large  families,  nor  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes  as  adolescence 
is  reached. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  found  in  houses  occupied  by  the 
miners,  but  these  have  been  remedied  after  communication  with  the  Colliery 
Company’s  Manager  by  an  exchange  of  houses. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

Blean. — The  gradual  improvement  of  certain  property  in  this  Parish 
has  been  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  owner. 

Chislet. — A number  of  dilapidated  wooden  houses  exist  in  the  Marshside 
portion  of  the  Parish,  which  it  is  hoped  it  will  shortly  be  closed. 
There  is  no  public  water  supply  or  sewer  in  this  neighbourhood.  A number 
of  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  various  wells  for  the  information  of 
the  Council. 

Sturry. — Many  houses  in  this  Parish  have  been  taken  by  miners.  The 
situation  will  be  met,  however,  by  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme,  and  it  is 
hoped  the  Colliery  Company  will  resume  building  operations  during  the 
year  1921. 

Reculver  and  Whitstable  cum  Seasalter. — In  both  these  Parishes  a num- 
ber of  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  by  private  enterprise.  A certain 
amount  of  overcrowding  occurs  during  the  season  in  the  seaside  portions  of 
the  two  Parishes. 

Character  of  Defects  Found. — The  principal  defects  found  are  dampness, 
drains,  and  sanitary  conveniences  out  of  repair,  and  defective  windows. 
Generally  it  is  found  that  a letter  to  the  owner  or  agent  is  sufficient  to  secure 
the  necessary  repairs  being  carried  out.  In  very  few  instances  is  it  necessary 
to  serve  formal  notice. 

During  the  year  63  houses  have  been  inspected,  of  which  59  were  found 
to  be  defective  in  some  particular.  One  house  was  closed  by  the  owner 
under  Sec.  28  (1)  of  the  blousing  Act,  1919,  and  one  Closing  Order  was  made 
by  the  Council  in  respect  of  a house  at  Swalecliffe. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Acts. — There  are  21  Workshops  on  the  Register, 
and  one  Factory.  These  are  as  follows  : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Carpenters  and  Wheelwrights  ...  ...  ...  8 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gut-Scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

21 

Sausage  Factory  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Sausage  Factory. — These  Premises  were  visited  on  28  occasions,  result- 
ing in  the  issue  of  one  written  Notice  requiring  the  premises  to  be  cleansed. 
All  the  other  premises  are  small  country  Workshops.  Premises  used  as 
Chemical  Factory  at  Swalecliffe  were  vacated  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics  for  Year  ended  3 1st  December,  1920. 
[.—GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,361 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1207 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0'81 

(4)  Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  Classes  (estimated)  ...  1,720 

(6)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  Working  Classes  (estimated)  1,100 

(7)  Number  of  new  Working-Class  Dwellings  Erected  ...  5 

2. —UN FIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1 .  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  189 

(2)  Number  of  Houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  63 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  2 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

the  previous  heading)  not  found  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  57 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 


3.— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

(A.) — Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  of  the  Housing  Town  Planning,  etc. 
Act , 1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

|B.) — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(C.) — Proceedings  under  Secs.  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning 
Etc.  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  <>...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered 
fit  ...  ., Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Plans  approved  for  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1 920  ...  46 

Number  of  houses  which  have  not  been  erected  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  Bye-Laws,  but  dealt  with  under  the  Housing,  Town  Plan- 
ning, Etc.,  Act,  1919  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Staff  engaged  on  Housing  Work  - Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1920  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BLEAN. 

On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  & IV orkshops  Act,  1901, 

In  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  : 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  : 

4 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries)... 
Workplaces  : 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

24 

3 

Total 

28 

3 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces . 


Number  of  Defects. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 
(4) 

Prosecutions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  to  Floors 
Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  ... 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts  : — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under- 
ground Bakehouses  (s.  101) 
Breach  of  Special  Sanitary 
Requirements  for  Bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  100)  ... 

Other  Offences — 

(excluding  offences  relating 
to  Outwork,  which  are  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this 
Report)  

3 

3 

. 

Total 

3 

3 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 

Number. 

Bakehouses 

6 

Carpenters  and  Wheelwrights 

8 

Blacksmiths 

5 

Plumbers  ... 

1 

Gut  Scrapers 

1 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

21 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

0) 

Number. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  133,  1901)  

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts 
(s.  5,  1901) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year 

nil. 
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BROADSTAIRS  & ST.  PETER’S  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  (excluding  water) 

Population  (Census,  1911) 

Population  (Census,  1911)  (as  adjusted  for  increase  in  area 
in  1914)... 

Population  for  the  middle  of  the  year  1920,  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  ... 

Rateable  Value 
Assessable  Value 

Total  Amount  of  Outstanding  Loans  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  1 
Total  Debt  for  all  purposes 
Amount  produced  by  a Penny  Rate 

General  District  Rate  for  the  year  ending  Mar.  31st,  1921  ... 
Poor  Rate  for  the  same  period  ... 

Sunshine,  1920 
Rainfall,  1920 


2,777  acres 
8,929 

9,921 

7,982 

£89, 518  10s. 
£85,852 

£23,749 
£88,217 
. £342 

6/9  in  the  £ 
7/6  in  the  £ 
l,786d  hrs. 
2031  inches 


Local  Acts  in  Force:  in  the  District  : — 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Water  and  Improvement  Act,  1901. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  Water  Act,  1907. 

Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1913. 

Ad5ptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District  : — 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  2,  3 and  4) . 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5 and  10 
(with  the  exception  of  Sections  15,  16,  18,  27,  32,  34,  43,  44,  45, 
46,  47,  52,  54  and  94). 

Broadstairs  lies  between  Margate  and  Ramsgate  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
immediately  South'  of  the  North  Foreland,  and  is  situated  at  a point  almost 
as  far  East  as  any  part  of  the  Coast  of  England.  Standing  on  high  ground, 
it  commands  a fine  view  of  the  North  Sea  and  English  Channel.  It  is 
sheltered  by  rising  ground,  which,  commencing  at  the  North  Foreland, 
passes  inland  in  a semi-circle,  and  terminates  in  the  cliff  between  Broadstairs 
and  Ramsgate.  The  district  has  a great  amount  of  sunshine,  combined 
with  low  rainfall. 


I have  mentioned  before  the  healthy  characteristics  of  the  climate  of 
this  part  of  England,  which  Broadstairs  possesses  in  a particular  degree. 
The  firm  dry  sands  in  the  sheltered  bay  beneath  the'  cliff  make  an  excellent 
playground  for  children,  while  the  bathing  there  is  also  safe. 

Population. — The  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  purpose 
of  estimating  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1920,  viz.,  7,982,  appearing  to 
be  less  than  the  actual  population,  the  Clerk  to  the'  Urban  Council  wrote  at 
my  suggestion  to  the  Registrar  General,  who,  in  his  reply,  stated  that 
“ while  he  must  adhere  to  his  estimate,  he  does  not  object  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  adopting  for  his  Report  any  other  estimate  which  he 
considers  more  reliable.” 

Under  these  circumstances,  I propose  to  use  the  figure  13,500,  as  I 
estimate  it  would  have  been  that  if  the  increase  in  the  population  from 
7,107  in  the  year  1901,  to  9,921  in  the  year  1911,  had  continued  at  the  same 
rate  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1920.  (The  figures  7,107  and  9,921  are  those 
for  the  population  corrected  for  the  added  area.) 
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BROADSTAIRS  AND  ST.  PETER’S  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  MALES.  FEMALES. 


Civilians  Only,  All  Causes 

39 

71 

1 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small-pox 

— 

— 

3.  Measles 

1 

— 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

■ 5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

1 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

5 

j 7.  Influenza  ... 

1 

2 ' 

8.  Erysipelas 

— 

— 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

4 

10.  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

— 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

1 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

4 

6 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

14.  Meningitis 

— 

— 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

2 

8 

16.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

2 

18.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

19.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis  ... 

— 

— 

21.  Cirrhotis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

1 

21a.  Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

3 

3 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

25.  Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

3 

2 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

— 

— 

27.  Suicide 

1 

— 

28.  Other  defined  Diseases 

16 
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29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

BROADSTAIRS  AND  ST.  PETER’S  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Nett 

Nett 

Infant 

Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate.  Mortality  Rate. 

1915 

. 10-76 

11-35 

33 

1916 

12-37 

10*12 

24 

1917 

1P41 

15*10 

120 

1918 

10'79 

1659 

89 

1919 

11-75 

14-33 

53 

1920 

12*59 

8'14 

64 

England  and  Wales. 

1920 

25-4 

12*4 

80 

Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Male  ... 

39 

PAemale 

71 

Total  ... 

...  110 

Broadstairs  and  England  & 
St.  Peter’s  U.D.  Wales. 

Death  Rate  from  all  causes  per  1,000  of  the  Population...  8T4  ...  12'4 
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Number  of  Births  : — 


Male 

Female 


90  (Legitimate  86,  Illegitimate  4) 
80  (Legitimate  74,  Illegitimate  6) 


Total  ...  170 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  ...  12'59 


Broadstairs  and 
St.  Peter’s  U.D. 


England  & 
Wales. 

254 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 


Male 

Female 


7 (Illegitimate  2) 

4 


Total 


11 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Total  deaths  under  one  3^ear  per  1,000  Registered 
Births)  : — 


England  & Wales. 
80 


Broadstairs  & St.  Peter’s  U.D. 

64 


The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1920  may  be  considered  very  satis- 
factory, the  Death  Rate  being  the  lowest  since  1912,  and  considerably  lower 
than  that  of  the  three  preceding  years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Birth  Rate  is  not  high,  and  in  a seaside  resort  one  would  not 
expect  a high  Birth  Rate,  but  it  is  higher  than  it  was  in  the  three  preceding 
years. 

The  Vital  Statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  year  1911, 
which  were  : — 

Birth  Rate,  14  00.  Death  Rate,  9'00.  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  71. 

The  most  noticeable  features  in  connection  with  the  Death  Returns  are 
the  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease,  ten  in  each  case,  but  these  are 
the  two  causes  responsible  for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  most  districts. 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  accounts  for  five  deaths,  Tuberculosis  Meningitis 
for  two,  and  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  for  one.  These  figures  may  be 
said  to  be  satisfactory,  when  one  takes  into  consideration  the  number  of 
patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  who  are  sent  to  the  Urban  District  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sea  air  and  sunshine.  One  serious  feature  in  connection 
with  the  returns  is  the  number  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease,  viz.. 
Diphtheria,  7 ; Whooping  Cough,  1 ; Scarlet  Fever,  1 ; Measles,  1 ; and 
Influenza,  3.  The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  was  62,  so  that 
the  Death  Rate  per  100  notified  was  11 '29,  and  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  was  '51. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  during  the.  year  1921  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  will  be  nil,  as  it  should  be,  if  the  cases  are  recognised  early, 
promptly  removed  to  Hospital  and  treated  at  once  with  Diphtheria  antitoxin. 


BROADSTAIRS  water  SUPPLY. 


The  supply  of  water  for  the  Urban  District  is  obtained  from  wells 
situated  at  Rumfields,  within  the  Urban  District.  In  1920  the  area  supplied 
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included  a portion  of  the  Parish  of  Garlinge,  and  had  a total  population  of 
13,650.  The  average  quantity  available  at  the  Rumfi elds. Pumping  Station 
was  300,000'  gallons  daily,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  there  was  an 
unlimited  reserve  supply  from  the  Margate  Reservoir.  The  average  con- 
sumption of  water  in  the  town  per  head  per  day  was  20*19  gallons  for  the 
domestic  purposes  ; 4*6  gallons  for  trade  purposes  ; and  *46  for  “ other  ” 
purposes,  which  included  street  watering  and  the  flushing  of  sewers  ; a 
total  consumption  of  25*25  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  Broadstairs  Council  acquired  the  Waterworks  from  the  Waterworks 
Company  in  1901,  under  the  provisions  of  a local  Act  of  that  year.  An 
agreement  with  the  Margate  Corporation  with  regard  to  the  supply  of 
water  in  bulk  from  their  Reservoir  was  made,  and  confirmed  in  1907  by  a 
subsequent  Act.  Under  the  Act  of  1901,  the  rates  and  charges  were  fixed 
at  6j  per  cent  of  the  rental  value  of  the  property  for  water  used  for  domestic 
purposes,  or  Is.  3d.  in  the  £.  This  charge  was  amended  by  the  1907  Act 
to  1\  per  cent,  and  by  the  same  Act  the  chargejo^extra  lavatories  was  fixed 
at  5s.  per  annum  each,  and  for  baths  7s.  6dj^per  U?)0o  gallons  was  made 
for  water  used  for  commercial  purposes,  and  this  was  never  altered. 

The  well  from  which  the  water  is  obtained  is  170ft.  deep  ; one  adit 
stretches  in  the  direction  of  the  S.E.  & C.  Railway  at  Haine. 

Average  daily  consumption  of  water  : Winter,  293,436  gallons. 

Summer  406,269  gallons. 

Storage,  136,000  gallons.  Margate  water  comes  direct  from  the  Fleet 
Reservoir  into  the  softening  tank.  After  softening,  hardness  is  about  8 degs. 

A chemical  analysis  is  made  of  the  water  at  weekly  intervals,  and  the 
reports  show  that  it  is  a good  water.  The  bacteriological  reports  are  also 
very  satisfactory. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  district  is  artificially  softened  by  the  Haine 
Water  Softening  Plant,  which  was  installed  at  the  Works  in  1913  at  a cost 
of  ^4,300.  All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  with  the 
public  mains,  except  one  house,  which,  owing  to  its  isolated  position,  is 
supplied  by  a well.  The  supply  is  constant. 

The  hardness  of  water  is  of  economic  rather  than  of  hygienic  importance. 
A hard  water  entails  in  its  use  a great  waste  of  soap;  it  does  not  extract 
the  same  amount  of  strength  from  tea-leaves,  etc.,  and  may  cause  gastro- 
intestinal derangement.  On  the  other  hand,  hard  waters  are  more  palatable 
than  very  soft  ones. 

The  “ total  hardness  ” of  a water  should  not  reach  30  parts  per  100,000, 
or  it  becomes  unsuitable  for  washing  and  cooking  purposes.  When  the  results 
are  expressed  in  degrees  upon  Clark’s  Scale,  1 degree  (Clark)  is  equivalent 
in  this  country  to  one  grain  of  calcium  carbonate  per  gallon,  i.e.,  to  1 part 
per  70,000. 

By  the  use  of  the  Water  Softening  Plant,  the  hardness  of  the  Broad- 
stairs water  has  been  reduced  from  22^  to  8 degrees.  The  capacity  of  the 
plant  when  installed  was  32,000  gallons  per  hour,  but  there  was  provision 
made  for  a further  expansion  up  to  a million  gallons  of  delivered  softened 
.water  per  twenty-four  hours. 

POOR  TAW  ADMINISTRATION. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Relieving  Officer  for  the  following  information  : — 

With  regard  to  the  provision  of  Medical  Relief  for  the  poorer  members 
of  the  community  (Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District),  I would 
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mention  that  there  is  the  Resident  District  Medical  Officer  (appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians)  who  is  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  : (1)  All  persons 
who  receive  Outdoor  Relief  ; and  (2)  Those  persons  who  cannot  afford  to 
pay  for  private  medical  aid.  Both  classes  are  referred  to  the  Medical 
Officer  by  the  Relieving  Officer,  and  every  facility,  and,  indeed,  encourage- 
ment, is  offered  Class  No.  2 to  apply  for  medical  advice. 

A Medical  Order  carries  with  it  the  following  service,  viz.,  the  doctor’s 
visit,  medicine,  surgical  appliances  and  nourishment,  if  required,  besides 
Recommendation  Certificates  for  Hospital  or  Infirmary,  etc. 

The  Infirm  Wards  of  the  Poor  Taw  Institution  (formerly  known  as  the 
Workhouse)  accommodate  a great  number  of  cases  where  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance is  wholly,  or  partly  repaid  by  the  patients  from  either  (a)  Their  own 
means  ; (b)  Heath  Insurance  Benefit  ; or  (c)  Pension,  etc. 

A great  proportion  of  the  sick  and  infirm  attended  by  the  Parish  Doctor 
are  “ Old  Age  Pensioners,”  and  several  of  them  also  receive  Money  Relief 
from  the  Guardians  to  augment  their  10s.  pension  and  to  keep  them  from 
having  to  accept  Indoor  Relief. 

Apropos  of  protecting  the  health  of  poor  persons,  every  person  receiving 
” Hqme  Assistance  ” has  the  Relief  brought  to  him  or  her  weekly  by  the 
Receiving  Officer,  thus  saving  exposure  in  bad  weather,  etc. 

The  Tunacy  and  Vaccination  Acts  are  also  administered  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  the  medical  man  appointed  for  the  last-named  is  termed 
the  “ Public  Vaccinator.” 

Unlike  Ramsgate,  there  is  no  Dispensary  or  Medical  Club  where  the 
poorer  working-class  folk  can  get  medical  assistance,  and  when  a workman’s 
wife  or  child  falls  ill,  there  are  usually  only  the  “ parish  facilities  ” 
available. 

The  cost  of  Outdoor  Relief  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1920, 
amounted  to  ^1,081  13s.  Id. 


The  Ministry  of  Pensions  has  established  a Clinic  in  a building  formerly 
used  as  the  Council  Offices,  where  Orthopedic  and  other  cases  are  treated. 


VACCINATION  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 
(Obtained  through  the  Courtesy  of  the  Vaccination  Officer.) 

Year  1920. 

Number  of  Births  Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Number  of  Children  for  whom  Certificates  of  successful  Vac- 
cination were  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Number  of  Exemption  Declarations  ...  ...  ...  62 

For  the  Year  1919  the  figures  were  : — 

Number  of  Births  Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Number  of  Children  Successfully  Vaccinated  ...  ...  65 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  Statutory  Declarations  of  Con- 
scientious Objection  were  received  ...  ...  ...  35 

Accounted  for  by  removals,  death,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  8 


36 


CASES  NOTIFIED  UNDER  THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889,  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REGULATIONS,  1912,  and  Other  Regulations. 


. 

All 

Ages. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45—65 

65  and 
over. 

Tota 

1. 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

2 

22 

2 

1 

27 

2. 

Diphtheria 

62 

6 

45 

9 

2 

62 

3. 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

4. 

Pneumonia,  Primary,  ) 
Lobar  and  Influenza  j 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

8 

5. 

Erysipelas 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

6. 

Malaria  and  Dysentery 

— 

— 

7. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

37 

1 

1 

11 

21 

3 

37 

8. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

6 

3 

i 

2 

1 

6 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Total  ...  ...  ...  145 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  occurring  among  inmates  of  Institutons  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


30 

Cases  occurring  among  persons  living  in  private  houses  : — 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  4 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


72 

The  statistics  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease  show  that  a con- 
siderable number  of  the  cases  occurred  among  Convalescent  Homes  and 
private  Boarding  Schools,  and  were  most  probably  imported  into  the  district. 
The  medical  men  who  attend  these  schools  and  institutions  are  fully  alive 
to  their  responsibilities,  and  take  every  precaution  in  order  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  Infectious  Disease  among  the  inmates. 

The  other  cases  occurred  mainly  among  children  attending  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  view  of  action  which  is  being  taken,  the 
year  1921  will  show  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  these  cases 
as  compared  with  the  year  1920.  The  St.  Peter’s  Church  of  England  School 
was  closed  for  a fortnight  in  the  Spring  on  account  of  Diphtheria. 
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CASES  TREATED  IN  1920. 


Disease. 

Home. 

Hospital. 

Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

23 

27 

Diphtheria 

4 

58 

62 

Erysipelas 

4 

— 

4 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

— 

8 

Typhoid 

— 

1 

1 

20 

82 

102 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  The  following  information  : — 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Urban  District,  with  the  exception  of  the 
area  added  in  1914  and  portions  of  the  North  Foreland  and  West  Cliff,  is 
provided  with  an  efficient  sewerage  system,  which  discharges  into  the  North 
Sea  off  the  North  Foreland. 

A scheme  for  sewering  the  remaning  part  of  the  district  is  under  con- 
sideration, but  owing  to  the  present  difficulties  of  labour  and  high  prices, 
it  is  impossible  to  make  much  progress. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception 
of  eight  houses  in  the  rural  portion,  is  provided  with  water  closets  and 
flushing  cisterns. 

Scavenging. — The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  by  the  Council, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  Collections  are  made  three  times 
weekly,  and  daily  in  the  centre  of  the  town  during  the  summer  months, 
covered  carts  being  used.  The  refuse  is  carted  out  to  Westwood,  where  it  is 
sorted,  and  used  for  manurial  purposes  and  brick-making. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — The  following  is  a statement  of  the 
number  of  premises  visited  and  nuisances  discovered  and  abated  during  1 920  : 

Number  of  Inspections. 


Dwelling-Houses  (inspections  and  re-inspections)  ...  ...  733 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Slaughter-Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,245 


38 


Particulars  of  Work  Bone  to  Abate  Nuisances. 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Dirty  Houses  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Water  Closets  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  36 

Defective  Water  Closet  Cisterns  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  Chimneys  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofs  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Yards  Paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Drains  Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dirty  Yards  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  the  Keeping  of  Animals  Abated  ...  ...  11 

Cesspools  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

W ater  Services  Improved  ...  ...  ...  6 

Washing  Boilers  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter  Removed  ...  ...  14 

Scullery  Floors  Relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tents  (not  sanctioned)  Removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lighting  and  Ventilation  Improved  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Drains,  Number pf  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  156 

Dustbins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. — 
There  are  no  offensive  trades,  or  Common  Lodging’Houses,  or  houses  let  in 
lodgings,  established  in  the  district,  and  there  are  no  underground  sleeping 
rooms. 

FOOD. 

Milk. — The  bulk  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  district  is  imported,  and 
is  retailed  mainly  by  three  retailers,  who  pay  great  attention  to  quality  and 
cleanliness.  Three  tuberculous  cow^s  were  discovered  among  herds  in  the 
district,  and  these  were  at  once  removed. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. — Eight  samples  of  milk  and  one  of  cream 
were  purchased.  The  sample  of  cream  was  certified  to  contain  '26  per  cent 
Boric  Acid,  and  was  not  labelled  “ Preserved  Cream,”  as  required  by  the 
Regulations.  This  was  due  to  an  oversight,  and  the  Vendor  was  cautioned. 
The  samples  of  milk  contained  no  preservative. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

1914.  Jan.,  1920.  Dec.,  1920. 

Registered  ...  Nil  ...  Nil  ...  Nil 

Licensed  ...  6 ...  5 ...  6 

Milk  ( Mothers'  and  Children's)  Order,  1919. — Administered  by  the  Kent 
County  Counci . 

Meat. — There  are  six  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  the  district. 
These  are  kept  in  a good  sanitary  state.  There  is  not  a public  abattoir  in 
the  district. 

Inspections  are  made,  as  far  as  possible,  during  the  process  of  slaughter- 
ing. The  work  of  meat  inspection  is  greatly  facilitated  by  the  Butchers,  who 
have  an  Insurance  Scheme  for  compensating  them  for  any  loss  by  disease, 
and  it  is  therefore  to  their  interest  to  report  any  cases  of  disease  occurring 
in  their  business.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizures,  or 
take  proceedings.  Four  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  were  dealt  with.  In 
one  case  the  disease  was  advanced  and  generalised,  and  the  whole  of  the 
carcase  was  destroyed.  In  the  other  case,  the  forequarters  were  affected  and 
destroyed.  It  was  found  necessary  to  destroy  one  carcase  of  beef,  which  had 
met  with  an  accident,  and  was  very  badly  bruised  and  damaged.  A quantity 
of  food  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  including  : Tinned 
meat,  bacon,  butter,  tinned  milk  and  fish, 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act. — During  the  year  the  following  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  analysis  : — 


New  Milk  ...  ...  ...  8 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  1 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  1 

Condensed  Milk  ...  ...  1 


Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  1 

Salmon  and  Anchovy  Paste  ...  1 

Rice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Camphorated  Oil  ...  ...  1 

Ammon.  Tinct.  Quinine  ...  1 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  1 


The  sample  of  cream  was  certified  to  contain  '26  per  cent  of  Boric  Acid 
and  was  not  labelled  and  sold  as  “ Preserved  Cream,”  as  required  by  the 
M:ilk  and  Cream  Regulations.  The  vendor  was  cautioned.  All  the  other 
samples  were  reported  to  be  genuine. 


With  regard  to  milk,  there  is  evidence  that  the  practice  of  colouring  is 
again  becoming  general.  Although  the  colouring  matter  itself  is  harmless, 
the  practice  of  tampering  with  milk  in  any  way  ought  not  to  be  coun- 
tenanced. Under  the  existing  Orders  of  the  Food  Controller,  colouring 
milk  is  prohibited,  but  there  are  now  no  local  Officers  administering  those 
Orders. 


Disinfection. — After  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  the  rooms  and  bedding 
are  disinfected  by  the  Council,  free  of  charge.  The  Council  have  a modern 
” Thresh  ” Low  Pressure  Current  Steam  Disinfector,  which  is  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  district. 

HOUSING. 

■TV 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1920,  the  district  was  faced  wtih  a housing 
shortage  estimated  at  50  houses.  To  meet  this  shortage,  the  Council  are 
proceeding  with  a scheme  to  build  54  houses,  and  the  land  has  been  acquired 
for  the  purpose.  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  there  has  been  little  change 
in  the  population  of  the  district  during  the  year,  and,  being  a residential 
district,  any  increase  in  the  population  depends  entirely  upon  the  accom- 
modation provided.  Owing  to  its  popularity  as  a seaside  resort,  there  is  a 
large  unsatisfied  demand  for  houses  from  persons  now  resident  in  other 
districts.  No  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  involving  action  by  the  Council 
have  come  under  notice,  but  there  are  a large  number  of  small  houses, 
originally  intended  for  one  family,  now  occupied  by  two.  This  is  due  to 
the  present  housing  shortage,  and  to  the  high  cost  of  living.  It  is  anticipated 
that  when  the  housing  scheme  is  completed  and  the  cost  of  living  has  gone  - 
down,  overcrowding  will  disappear. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  district  is 
high,  and  the  chief  cause  of  unfitness  of  houses  is  extreme  old  age.  There 
are  a number  of  defects  existing,  such  as  defective  roofs,  gutters,  rotten 
window  and  door  frames,  which  are  due  to  the  owners’  inability  to  meet 
the  heavy  cost  of  repairs.  The  method  for  getting  repairs  and  improvements 
done  is  by  proceeding  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  As  a rule,  a personal 
interview  • with  owners,'  or  agents,  usually  results  in  an  agreement  to  do 
at  least  the  most  pressing  work.  The  chief  difficulty  has  been  getting 
covered  dustbins  for  household  refuse,  but  this  is  gradually  being  overcome. 

Bye-Laws  as  to  Tents , Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures. — The  Bye- 
Laws  with  regard  to  Vans  are  unsatisfactory,  as  the  duty  of  providing  privy 
and  ashpit  accommodation  is  put  upon  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  the 
vans  are  standing.  An  owner  was  required  to  provide  privy  accommodation 
for  two  vans,  and  they  immediately  moved  a few  yards  on  to  a piece  of  land 
for  which  no  owner  can  be  found. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. — The  powers  under  this  Act  have  been 
delegated  by  the  County  Council  to  the  Urban  District  Council.  A number 
of  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with.  The  following  poisons,  etc., 
were  tried,  with  the  results  as  stated  : — 

Virus. — Used  six  times,  successful  once. 

Barium  Carbonate. — Used  twelve  times,  successful  once. 

Extract  of  Squiues. — Used  seven  times,  with  no  success. 

Arsenic. — Used  twice  with  no  success. 

Phosphorus  Preparations. — The  best-known  of  these — “Rodine  ” — 
was  used  in  a large  number  of  cases,  and  no  failures  came  under  notice. 
Gassing. — Gassing  machines,  using  sulphur  gas,  were  used  five  times, 
with  uncertain  results,  and  cannot  be  recommended. 

Varnish  Traps. — These  were  used  successfully  in  five  cases,  but  the 
cost  is  too  high  for  them  to  be  used  generally. 

APPENDICES. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS— STATISTICS. 

Year  Ended  31  st  December,  1920. 


1 .  — General. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,500 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  8"  14 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0*59 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ...  ...  2,754 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  690 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  ...  12 

2.  — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(i) — Inspection. 


(1)  Total  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  733 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  re- 

corded under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts 
Regulations,  1910)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  45 

(ii) — Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Format  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority,  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

(iii)  — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  28  of  the  Housing  Town  Planning 
etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  Default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  Owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(B)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Yets. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  67 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  By  Owners ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  1 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  Etc.  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered 
fit Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye- 
Laws,  erected  with  consent  of  Local  .Authority,  under 
Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919...  4 

Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly  the  duties  of  each  ' 
Officer  ...  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  all  duties''  ...  1 

There  are,  in  the  Urban  District,  12  Factories,  30  Workshops  and  5 
Workplaces. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1920,  for  the  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BROADSTAIRS, 
On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1J)01, 

In  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workpeaces,  including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written  Notices 
* (3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  : 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

7 

Workshops  : 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

71 

5 

Workplaces  : 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
. included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

11 

89 

5 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred  to] 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(4) 

Number 
of  Prose- 
cutions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

Other  Nuisances 

4 

4 ' 

c ( Insufficient 

am  ary  Unsuitable  or  defective 

Accommodation  m . . £ „ 

j { iNot  separate  tor  sexes... 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  Uuderground. 
Bakehouse  (s,  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97-100)  ... 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  Report) 

5 

5 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Builder 

2 

Baker  ...  ...  ...  

7 | 

Bootmaker 

2 

Blacksmith 

4 

Cycle  Maker 

1 

Dressmaker  ... 

4 

Laundry 

4 

Tailor...  ...  

3 

Cabinet  Maker 

2 

Saddler 

1 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

30 
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5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number. 

0) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Acts  (s  33,  1901) 

3 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (s.  5,  1901)  : 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

Other  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 
the  year  ... 

3 

HERNE  BAY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  (excluding  water)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  887  acres 

Population  (Census,  1911)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,781 

Population  1920,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  8,535 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  ^58,853 

Assessable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^57,308 

Amount  produced  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^238 


Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  : — 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907  (Parts  2 to  10  inclusive) 
Special  Local  Order  for  the  Notification  of  Measles  and  German 
Measles,  dated  March  3rd,  1920. 

Cost  of  Out-relief  in  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1920  ...  ^457  3s.  7d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Female  ...  ...  ...  50 

Total  ...  ...  92 

Death  Rate  from  all  causes  per  1,00  Oof  the  Population  : — 

Herne  Bay  U.D.  England  & Wales 

1077  ...  ...  12-4 

Number  of  Births  : — 


Male 

78 

(Legitimate  75, 

Illegitimate  3) 

Female  ... 

88 

(Legitimate  83, 

Illegitimate  5) 

Total  Number  of  Births 

166 

Herne  Bay  U.D. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  19’44 


England  & Wales 

25'4 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Male  ...  ...  ...  9 (Illegitimate  1) 

Female  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  14 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (total  deaths  under  1 year  per  1,000  registered  births) 

Herne  Bay  U.D.  England  & Wales. 

84  ...  ...  80 


HERNE  BAY  U.  D.,  1920. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  MALES.  FEMALES. 


Civilians  only,  All  Causes 

42 

50 

1. 

Enteric  Fever 

• • . j 

_ j 

2. 

Small-pox... 

. J 

— 

— 

3. 

Measles 

— 

— 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

6. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

7. 

Influenza  ... 

— 

2 

8. 

9. 

Erysipelas  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

10. 

Tuberculosis  Meningitis 

— 

1 

11. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

1 

12. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

3 

6 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

14. 

Meningitis... 

— 

— 1 

15. 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

3 

5 ! 

16. 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

2 i 

17. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

4 | 

18. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

19. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

— - 

— ! 

20. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

1 

— 

21. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

— 

21a. 

Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

— 

3 

23. 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

24. 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal 

Fever 

— 

— 

25. 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

6 

2 

26. 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

1 

3 

27. 

Suicide 

— 

1 

28. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

18 

16 

29. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

— 1 

HERNE  BAY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Nett 

Nett 

Infant 

Birth  Rate.  Death  Rate. 

Mortality  Rate. 

1915 

13-85 

16-85 

53 

1916 

15-51 

14-18 

109 

1917 

14'92 

17-94 

96 

1918 

17-49 

18-03 

...  104 

1919 

15-20 

15-11 

76 

1920 

19-44 

1077 

84 

England 

and  Wales. 

1920 

25-4 

12-4 

80 

45 


CASES  NOTIFIED  UNDER  THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889,  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
REGULATIONS,  1912,  and  other  Regulations. 


All 

Ages. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65 

Total. 

1. 

Scarlet  Fever... 

34 

8 

22 

4 

34 

2. 

Diphtheria 

10 

1 

5 

2 

2 

10 

3. 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

4. 

Pneumonia — Primary  ) 

q 

2 

3 

3 

l 

9 

Lobar  and  Influenzal  [ 

5. 

Erysipelas 

4 

2 

2 

| 4 

6. 

Malaria 

2 

! 2 

2 

7. 

Measles 

158 

31 

119 

■ 8 

158 

8. 

German  Measles 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

27 

5 

3 

14 

5 

27 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

7 

2 

2 

3 

7 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  may  be  considered  satisfactory,  the 
Death  Rate  being  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Birth  Rate 
has  increased  in  Herne  Bay  as  in  other  districts. 

The  statistics  for  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1911  were  : 

Death  Rate,  1152.  Birth  Rate,  16  65.  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  115. 

Comparing  those  with  last  year’s,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth  Rate  is 
higher,  the  Death  Rate  lower,  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  lower  last  jTear 
than  in  1911. 

The  most  noticeable  features  of  the  Death  Returns  are  the  number  of 
Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease,  viz.,  nine  and  eight,  but  this  is  not 
abnormal — in  fact,  one  would  not  have  been  surprised  if  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Cancer  had  been  higher,  for  in  a seaside  resort  such  as  Herne  Bay  many 
persons  come  to  end  their  days,  and  Cancer  may  be  called  a “ disease  of  old 
age.”  Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  six  deaths,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
eight,  and  Influenza  two.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  or  to  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age), 
which  is  very  satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Herne  Bay  Waterworks  Company,  and  a con- 
tant  supply  of  water  is  available  in  every  part  of  the  district.  The  Pumping 
Station  is  situated  at  Ford,  a hamlet  about  2\  miles  from  the  town,  the  water 
being  obtained  from  deep  wells  sunk  in  the  chalk  subsoil  to  a depth  of  155  ft., 
the  boring  being  extended  to  a total  depth  of  750  ft.  The  water  is  pumped 
from  the  wells  direct  to  the  covered  reservoirs  on  Mickleburgh  Hill  in  the 
Urban  District,  from  which  the  greater  part  of  the  town  receives  its  supply. 

To  ensure  a constant  supply  to  premises  situated  on  high  ground  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  town,  a tower  supporting  a reservoir  capable  of  holding 
60,000  gallons  was  erected  in  1909. 

The  water  is  abundant  but  hard.  The  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory, 
the  Analyst  being  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  wholesome  water,  and  sutiable  for 
a public  supply.  As  far  as  is  known,  all  dwelling  houses  are  connected  with 
the  Public  Water  Supply. 
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For  the  following  information  I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  whole  of  the  District  is  provided  with  an 
efficient  sewerage  system  available  for  every  house,  and  cesspools  do  not 
exist.  The  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea  by  an  outfall  sewer  extending 
to  a point  below  low  water  mark,  the  outlet  not  being  exposed  at  any  time. 
The  discharge  is  so  regulated  that  it  occurs  on  the  ebb  tide  only,  and  the 
matter  is  carried  away  and  dispersed  in  deep  water. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Water  Closets  fitted  with  flushing  cisterns  are 
in  general  use  throughout  the  District.  No  other  type  of  convenience  is 
permitted.  Number  in  use,  3,450. 

Scavenging. — The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  by  the  Council, 
and  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  Householders  are 
required  to  place  the  refuse  receptacles  on  the  edge  of  the  pavement  by  seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  remove  them  after  emptying.  A daily  col- 
lection is  made,  except  in  a portion  of  the  Western  District,  where  the 
collection  is  made  thrice  weekly.  The  refuse  is  deposited  at  a tip  situated 
about  two  miles  from  the  town  in  the  Blean  Rural  District,  and  is  ultimately 
disposed  of  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — In  accordance  with  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1910,  the  following  tabular  statement  of  the  Inspectors’ 
work  is  given  : — 

(a)  The  number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  : — 


Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

Re-inspections  and  inspection  of  new  workJL^/.^uAut^fVOi^-^Ct/  45 
Slaughter-houses  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  ...  ...  119 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  95 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Poultry  Houses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  64 

PAollowing-up  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Visits  re  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  Visits  ...  ...  ...  169 


Total  ...  ...  ...  1,463 


( b )  The  number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  : — 

Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 
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(c)  The  result  of ’service  of  such  Notices  : — 

Dirty  houses  (18)  or  premises  (10)  cleansed  ...  ...  28 

Dilapidated  houses  renovated  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Interior  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  48 

Yard  surfaces  paved  (8)  and  repaired  (5)  ...  ...  ...  13 

Guttering  and  downspouting  defects  rectified  ...  ...  34 

House  drainage  systems  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  12 

House  drainage  systems  repaired  or  ventilated  ...  ...  61 

House  drainage  system  unstopped  ...  ...  ...  54 

Water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  closet  defects  rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Defective  water  fittings  causing  dampness  rectified  ...  ...  13 
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Water  supply  cisterns  cleansed  and  covered 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Animal  nuisances  abated 
Sinks  and  drains  provided  (5),  repaired  (11) 


6 

30 

19 

16 


Total 


439 


Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  he  controlled  by  Bye-Lazvs  oil 
Regulations. — No  offensive  trades  or  knackers’  yards  are  established  in  the 
district.  One  Common  Lodging  House  is  registered,  to  which  periodical, 
visits  are  made.  With  regard  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  a revision  of  the 
bye-laws  appears  to  be  necessary.  The  bye-laws  at  present  in  force  apply  to 
lodgings  let  of  a rental  of  less  than  5s.  per  week,  or,  if  furnished,  7s.  6d.  per 
week.  The  dearth  of  dwelling  houses  of  the  working  class  type  has  led  to  the 
conversion  of  a number  of  large  houses  into  “ flats.”  In  several  instances  a 
deficiency  of  sanitary  accommodation,  or  water  supply,  or  drainage,  has  been 
found  ; in  other  cases  where  sinks  have  been  installed,  the  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  an  insanitary  manner. 

It  is  recognised  that  special  administration  is  required  for  this  class 
of  house,  and  bye-laws  have  been  framed  for  this  purpose.  The  Model 
Series,  as  published  in  the  Manual  on  Unfit  Houses,  Vol.  II.,  might  with 
advantage  be  adopted,  and  the  present  bye-laws  be  repealed. 

No  regulations  under  Sec.  17  (7)  of  the  Housing,  Etc.,  Act,  of  1909, 
with  respect  to  underground  sleeping  rooms  are  in  force.  Such  matters  that 
arose  during  the  year  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 


FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supply  to  the  district  is  considered  good  ; 
no  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard  to  quality  or  soundness. 
Samples  are  occasionally  taken  by  the  Police  Authorities,  who  administer  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  the  Urban  District.  Most  of  the  milk  supplied  to 
the  Urban  District  is  brought  in  from  farms  in  the  adjoining  Rural  District, 
and  during  the  summer  season  a large  quantity  is  imported  by  rail.  The 
arrangements  made  by  the  local  tradesmen  for  distribution  appear  to  be 
adequate,  but  the  bottle  system  is  not  extensively  used.  Four  cowkeepers 
are  registered,  but  as  each  keeps  only  a small  number  of  cows,  the  quantity 
of  milk  produced  in  the  district  is  negligible.  In  addition  to  the  four 
cowkeepers,  four  dairymen  and  three  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered. 
Thirty-seven  inspections  were  made,  and  two  written  notices  were  served  in 
respect  of  nuisances  and  complied  with.  The  structural  condition  of  the 
four  cowsheds  was  under  consideration  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Milk  ( Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. — The  administration  of  this 
Order  is  now  undertaken  by  the  County  Council.  When  a Grant  under  the 
Order  is  considered  necessary,  the  County  Health  Visitor  sends  a copy  of  her 
recommendation  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Investigation  follows  (if 
necessary)  and  if  the  recommendation  is  bona  fide,  it  is  stamped  and  for- 
warded to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  A record  of  all  recommendations 
is  kept. 

(b)  Meat. — Inspection  of  home-killed  meat  is  made  as  far  as  possible  at 
the  time  of  slaughtering.  It  is  invariably  found  that  a good  class  of  animal 
is  slaughtered  ; carcasses  and  organs  have  been  examined,  and  found  free 
from  disease.  No  tuberculosis  has  been  found.  In. two  instances,  however, 
ox  livers  were  found  to  be  ” hard,”  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed.  The  condition  of  the  slaughter-houses  generally  has  been 
satisfactory.  Structural  alterations  to  one  slaughter-house,  as  required  by 
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the  Council,  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  imported  meat  is 
frequently  inspected  at  the  Retail  Shops,  and  40  lb.  of  unsound  mutton  was 
condemned.  A public  abattoir  has  not  been  established  in  the  district.  No 
special  arrangements  are  made  with  the  butchers  for  inspecting  meat  at  the 
time  of  slaughter. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 
IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

In  1914.  In  Jan.,  1920.  In  Dec.,  1920. 

Registered  ...  3 ...  3 ...  3 

Licensed  ...  3 ...  2 ...  2 

6 5 5 

(c)  Other  Foods. — A constant  supervision  is  exercised  over  shops  where 
food  is  sold,  also  over  hawkers’  carts  and  barrows.  In  one  instance  a 
consignment  of  56  lb.  of  cooked  crabs,  and  in  another  1 J cwt.  of  herrings, 
were  reported,  and  upon  examination  were  found  to  be  unsound,  and  were 
destroyed.  Sausage-making  rooms,  ice  cream  factories,  and  fried  fish  shops 
are  frequently  visited,  and  bakehouses  receive  periodical  inspection.  Four 
written  notices  were  served  with  respect  to  nuisances  and  complied  with. 
The  (11)  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  kept  in  satisfactory  condition. 
At  three  bakehouses  bread-mixing  machinery  is  installed. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  district  is  indicated  by  the 


following  statistics  : — 

Notification. 

No.  of  cases  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

34 

Diphtheria 

10 

Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever 

2 

Erysipelas 

4 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

27 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

7 

Measles 

158 

German  Measles 

2 

Pneumonia 

9 

Malarfa 

2 

Total 

...  255 

Removals  to  Hospital. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria.  Enteric. 

Total. 

M.A.B.  Hospitals  (from  St.  Anne’s  Home) 

12 

1 

13 

To  Sea  Street  Hospital  .. . 

18 

4 

22 

Blean  R.D.C.  Hospital  (under  agreement) 

2 

5 1 

8 

32 

10  1 

43 

To  remove  sufferers  to  Sea  Street  Hospital,  an  old  brougham  is  used, 
belonging  to  a local  contractor.  The  vehicle  is  not  used  for  any  other 
purpose.  For  removal  to  the  Blean  Hospital,  a properly-equipped  horse 
ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Hospital  authorities.  The  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  use  their  own  motor  ambulances.  On  receipt  of  notification, 
immediate  investigation  is  made,  and  the  source  of  infection,  if  possible, 
ascertained.  Prompt  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  is  recommended,  and 
is  almost  invariably  done. 
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Disinfection,  Etc. — The  number  of  houses  disinfected  was  76  ; and  the 
number  of  parcels  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  by  the  steam  disin- 
fector at  Blean  Union  Workhouse  (by  permission  of  the  Board  of  Guardians) 
was  34.  Number  of  articles,  680. 

For  the  disinfection  of  dwelling  houses,  formalin  vapour  is  used  for 
fumigation,  and  a 2 per  cent  solution  of  Formalhyde  for  spraying.  Disin- 
fection is  advised  and  carried  out  following  cancer. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  ‘to  medical  practitioners  on  request  for 
use  among  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  The  epidemic  of  measles 
was  very  mild  in  character,  and  most  of  the  cases  occurred  amongst  children 
under  eight  years  of  age.  Each  case  notified  was  visited  by  Nurse  Floyd, 
the  Home  Visitor,  and  advice  given  as  to  treatment  and  isolation.  The 
Infants  Department  of  the  Council  Schools  was  closed  for  three  weeks  on 
account  of  the  epidemic. 

HOUSING. 

Note. — The  letters  and  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  paragraphs  indicate 
the  question  on  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  circular. 

(i.)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

Herne  Bay  is  a residential  district,  and  the  general  condition  of  housing 
may  be  considered  to  be  good.  The  estimated  number  of  dwelling  houses 
in  the  district  is  2,300,  of  which  two-thirds  (or  1 ,550)  are  of  the  residential 
or  business  type,  and  one-third  (or  750)  of  the  working-class  type.  Much 
of  the  property  is  of  modern  construction,  the  sanitary  conditions  generally 
being  good.  Among  the  older  class  of  houses  are  a large  number  with 
basements  wholly  or  partly  underground,  and  among  the  working  class 
houses  are  a number  of  very  small  cottages.  The  artisan  class  occupy  houses 
much  larger  than  required  for  their  own  needs,  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
apartments  to  summer  visitors. 

(2)  A dearth  of  working  class  dwellings  has  existed,  but  has  to  a certain 
extent  been  met  by  the  conversion  of  larger  houses  into  flats,  previously 
referred  to.  Also  the  Council  contemplates  building  twenty  houses. 

(ii.)  Overcrowding. 

(1)  Overcrowding  has  been  occasionally  met  with  during  the  year. 

(2)  The  cause  appears  to  be  the  shortage  of  houses  and  the  natural 
growth  of  families  in  small  cottages. 

(3)  No  special  measures  have  been  taken  to  deal  with  overcrowding 
except  the  contemplated  building  of  houses. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  met  with  during  the  year  : — 

1 .  — Two  adults  and  five  children  (two  over  10)  occupying  a garret 

of  720  cubic  feet  capacity. 

2.  — Two  adults  and  three  children  occupying  a small  four-roomed 

cottage  (parlour,  living-room  and  2 bedrooms) , each  bedroom 
being  of  600  cubic  feet  capacity.  And 

3. ^Three  adults  and  six  children  (three  over  10)  occupying  four- 

roomed  cottage  of  total  cubic  capacity  of  3,384  feet.  In  the 
former  case  notice  to  abate  nuisance  was  served,  and  has 
since  the  close  of  the  year  been  complied  with. 

(Hi.)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

1 . — (a)  General  Standard  of  Housing  in  the  District  : Except  in  the  poorer 
neighbourhood  the  standard  is  good. 

( b ) General  Character  of  Defects  found  to  Exist  : Dampness  of  walls, 
leaky  roofs,  decayed  and  fallen  plastering,  decay  of  woodwork, 
leaky  or  deficient  gutterings  or  downspoutings,  unpaved  yards, 
defects  in  sanitary  fittings. 
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■(c)  How  far  Defects  are  due  to  the  Lack  of  Proper  Management  and 
Supervision  by  Owners  : In  a few  instances  the  defects  are  the 
result  of  age  and  decay,  and  the  reluctance  of  the  owners  to  renew 
the  decayed  portions,  the  neglect  of  property  during  the  war,  and 
the  present  high  cost  of  repairs. 

2. — General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under  : — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts  : Informal  notice  is  invariably  given  b}^ 

the  Inspector  to  the  owner,  and  much  is  accomplished  in  this  way; 
very  few  statutory  notices  have  to  be  served. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts  : It  has  not  been  found  necessary  except  in  six 

instances  to  proceed  under  these  Acts. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Statistics  for  Year  ended  3 1st  December,  1920. 

1 . — General. 

( 1 ) Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,535 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 0*77 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

(4)  Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  (estimated)  ...  2,300 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  working  class  (estimated)  ...  750 

(7)  Number  of  new  working  class  dwellings  erected-  ...  Nil 


2. — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(i.)  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected|or  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  219 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  re- 

corded under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  145 


(ii.)  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Format  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 


(Hi.)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  28,  Housing,  Etc.,  Act t 1919. 

(1)  Number,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Plealth  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  . . . ...  2 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Houses  not  complying  with  the  Building  Bye-Laws 
erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  ...  ...  3 

Staff  employed  on  Housing  Work  - Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

There  were  in  the  Urban  District  : 14  Factories,  59  Workshops,  and 
6 Workplaces. 

Detail  of  Workshops  on  Register  (Sec.  131  Factory  and  Workshops 

Act,  1901). 


Bakehouses 

11 

Boot  Repairing 

... 

5 

Tailors,  Dressmakers  and 

Milliners  . . 

14 

Builders 

8 

Fitters,  Plumbers  and  Cycle  Shops 

10 

Upholsterers  and  Cabinet 

Makers 

4 

Other  Workshops 

7 

Total 

...  59 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act , 1919. — The  steps  taken  by  the  Council 
under  this  Act  include  the  publishing  by  means  of  the  County  Council 
“ Panel  of  Rate  Extermination  ” are  furnished  to  the  occupiers  of  infected 
premises,  but  as  the  Exterminator  appointed  for  this  district  resides  at 
Whitstable,  and  the  scheduled  fees  are  considered  to  be  high,  very  little 


demand  has  been  made  on  his  services. 

Other  Matters. 

Complaints  made  by  Householders  during  the  year  ...  ...  65 

Number  of  Letters  Written  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Committee  Meetings  Attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 


Public  Lavatories. — The  Public  Lavatories  are  frequently  inspected 
during  the  summer  season. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1920,  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HERNE  BAY 
On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

In  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 
Inspections. 
(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  : 

(including  Factory  Laundries)  ... 

29 

2 

Workshops  : 

(including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

95 

8 

Workplaces  ; 

(Other  than  Outworker’s  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

8 

1 

Total 

132 

11 

52 


2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplace's. 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 
Other  Nuisances 

5 

5 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

! Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 
Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

1 

5 

1 

5 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts  : — 

\ Illegal  Occupation  of  Under- 

ground Bakehouses  (s. 
101)  Breach  of  Special 
Sanitary  requirements  of 
Bakehouses  (ss.  97to  100) 

Other  Offences  — 

| (Excluding  offences  relating 

to  Outwork  which  are  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this 
Report)  vJ. 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Bakehouses  ... 

11 

Boot  Repairing 

5 

Tailors,  Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

14 

Builders 

8 

Fitters,  Plumbers  and  Cycle 

10 

Uphclsterers  and  Cabinet  Makers 

4 

Other  Workshops  ... 

7 

59 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts  (s.  133,  1901) 

Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  to  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  actions  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

” 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 

the  year 

” 
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ISLE  OF  THANET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  (excluding  water)  ...  ...  ...  ...  20,775  acres 


Population  (Census,  191 1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,929 

Population,  1911  (corrected  for  area  transferred  from  Rural 

District  since  date  of  Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,564 

Population,  1920  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  ...  9,589 

Rateable  Value  of  the  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  £94,389 

Assessable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £86,389 

Amount  produced  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £360 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  aee  Parishes  : — 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Secs.  23,  34,  45  and  49. 


Adoptive  Act  in  Force  in  Minster  and  Westgate-on-Sea. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Sec.  38.  In  force  in  West- 
gate-on-Sea only,  Secs.  82,  92  and  93. 


Poor  Law. — Cost  of  Out-Relief  in  the  Minster  District,  which  includes 
the  Parishes  of  Acol,  Birchington,  Minster,  Monkton,  St.  Nicholas-at-Wade, 


Sarre  and  Stonar,  for  the  year  1920 
Parish  of  Garlinge 
Parish  of  Westgate-on-Sea 
Parish  of  St.  Eawrence  Extra 


£800  1 1 0i 
£38  17  7 
>£208  8 0 
£46  1 1 0 


Total  ...  ...  £1,094  7 7j 


VACCINATION. 


No.  of  Births 
during  Year 
1920. 

No. 

successfully 

Vaccinated. 

No.  of 

Certificates  of 
Conscientious 
Objection. 

Minster  District 

162 

51 

96 

Parish  of  Garlinge  ) 

[_ 

108 

38 

*55 

Parish  of  Westgate-on-Sea  1 

Parish  of  St.  Lawrence  Extra 

12 

5 

7 

, * Removed  12. 


Died  2. 


Summoned  1, 
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ISLE  OF  THANET  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1920. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Civilians  only.  All  Causes 

46 

60 

1. 

Enteric  Fever 

2. 

Small-pox... 

— 

— 

3. 

Measles 

1 

— 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

6. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— I 

7. 

Influenza  ... 

— 

2 

8. 

Erysipelas... 

— 

— 

9. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

5 

10. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

11. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

— 

— i 

12. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

6 

10 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

14. 

Meningitis... 

— 

— 

15. 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

4 

8 i 

16. 

Bronchitis... 

1 

2 

17. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

3 

18. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases... 

1 

— > 

19. 

Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

20. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis... 

1 

— 

21. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

— 

21a. 

Alcoholism 

— 

— 

22. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

1 

3 

23. 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

24. 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

25. 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

3 

3 

26. 

Violence  apart  from  Suicide 

— 

2 

27. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

28. 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

17 

18 

29. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

— 

1 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Female  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Total  ...  ...  106 

Death  Rate  from  all  causes  per  1,000  of  the  Population  : — 

Isle  of  THanet  R.D.  England  & Wales 

11-05  ...  ...  12-4 

Number  of  Births  : — 

Male  ...  ...  109  (Legitimate  100,  Illegitimate  9) 

Female  ...  124  (Legitimate  119,  Illegitimate  5) 

233 


Isle  of  Thanet  R.D.  England  & Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  ...  2429  ...  25-4 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male  ...  ...  ...  4 (Illegitimate  1) 

Female  ...  ...  ...  4 (Illegitimate  2) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (total  deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000  registered  births)  : 
Isle  of  Thanet  R.D.  England  & Wales. 

34  ...  ...  80 
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ISLE  OF  THANET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Nett 

Birth  Rate. 

Nett 

Death  Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate. 

1915 

13-98 

14*91 

84 

1916 

14-50 

15-67 

70 

1917 

13-62 

11-25 

51 

1918 

17-30 

15-28 

52 

1919 

16-24 

13-01 

44 

1920 

2429 

1105 

34 

England  and 

Wales. 

1920 

25-4 

12-4 

80 

The  Vital  Statistics  may  be  considered  very  satisfactory,  the  Birth 
Rate  being  high,  the  Death  Rate  below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  being  exceptionally  low,  only  34,  compared  with  80 
for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  County  of  Kent 
for  the  year  1919,  which  was  the  lowest  on  record,  was  69. 

Statistics  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Rural  District  for  the  year  1911  were  : — 


Death  Rate  ... 

1094 

Birth  Rate 

17-95 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

133 

The  principal  features  in  connection  with  the  Death  Returns  are  the 
deaths  from  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease,  16  and  12  respectively.  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  11,  and  Influenza  for  2 deaths.  Measles 
caused  1 death,  and  Whooping  Cough  2,  but  no  deaths  were  attributed  to 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years). 


thanet  water  supply. 

The  Parishes  of  Westgate,  Birchington  and  Acol  are  supplied  by  the 
Westgate  and  Birchington  Water  Co.  There  are  two  wells,  about  95ft. 
deep,  and  adits,  which  are  6ft.  wide  and  7ft.  high,  and  extend  for  about 
1,000  yards  east  and  about  2,200  yards  west  of  the  Pumping  Station. 
83,000,000  gallons  of  water  were  pumped  last  year.  Average  quantity 
pumped  per  day,  between  200,000  and  250,000  gallons. 

The  supply  is  constant.  The  reservoir  consists  of  an  overhead  tank, 
holding  about  130'  tons,  or  29,120  gallons. 

There  is  an  ample  supply  at  present,  but  the  Company  has  power  to 
extend  the  adits  if  and  w7hen  neccessary. 

County  Analyst’s  report  : “ This  water  is  of  excellent  organic  quality.” 

The  following  villages  are  supplied  with  water  in  this  way  : Monkton, 
St.  Nicholas-at-Wade,  and  Garlinge  (portion  of  Parish)  derive  their  supply 
from  the  Margate  Corporation  Waterworks.  Minster  and  Manston  are 
supplied  from  the  Ramsgate  mains.  Part  of  the  Parish  of  Garlinge  b37  the 
Broadstairs  and  St.  Peter’s  Urban  District  Council  Supply. 

The  village  of  Sarre  is  entirely  dependent  on  wells  for  its  water  supply, 
as  are  also  the  outlying  portions  of  the  parishes  named  above. 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  UNDER  THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889,  THE  TUBERCUEOSIS, 
REGUEATIONS,  1912,  and  Other  Regulatons. 


All 

Ages. 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65  and 

1 

Total. 

1. 

Scarlet  Fever... 

11 

1 

7 

3 

11 

2. 

Diphtheria 

13 

1 

3 

5 

4 

13 

3. 

Enteric,  including  Para- 
typhoid Fever 

5 

2 

2 

' 1 

5 

4. 

Pneumonia  — Primary, 
Lobar  and  Influenzal  ... 

1 

1 

1 

5. 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

6. 

Malaria  and  Dysentery 

7. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

27 

1 

7 

14 

5 

27 

8. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

6 

1 

1 

4 

6 

As  regards  Infectious  Diseases,  the  number  of  cases  which  occurred  in 
the  Rural  District  during  the  year  was  very  few.  Thirteen  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified.  Of  these,  six  occurred  among  members  of  the 
Staff  of  the  Thanet  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine. 

Of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  three  occurred  among  children  in  the  camp 
organised  by  the  Famine  Area  Children’s  Hospitality  Committee  at  Stonar. 
They  were  removed  to  the  Thanet  Isolation  Hospital.  The  five  cases  of 
Paratyphoid  occurred  among  officials  at  that  camp. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following  information, 
obtained  from  his  Annual  Report  : 

He  states  that  great  difficulty  has  again  been  experienced  during  the 
year  in  getting  sanitary  work  carried  out,  partly  owing  to  the  abnormal  cost 
and  shortage  of  materials  and  labour,  and  partly  to  the  indisposition  of  owners 
to  spend  money  on  repairing  cottage  property. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of 
sanitary  work. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  all,  about  2,484  houses  in  the  district  are  connected  with  the  Public 
Mains,  including  fifteen  premises  which  were  connected  during  the  year,  viz., 
to  new  houses,  6 ; and  to  seven  cottages  in  St.  Nicholas  and  two  in  Minster, 
as  a result  of  notices  sent  to  the  owners. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  following  Parishes  in  the  district  are  sewered  : Westgate-on-Sea  and 
Minster.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  district  is  not  sewered.  The  sewage 
at  Westgate  is  pumped  into  the  Margate  Mains,  and  turned  out  to  sea  at  the 
Cliftonville  end  of  the  town. 

The  Parish  of  Minster  has  a Sewage  Farm,  about  9|  acres  in  extent  ; 
the  sewage  flows  by  gravitation  to  a large  well,  find  is  then  pumped  into 
tanks,  after  which  the  effluent  is  turned  on  to  the  land  by  means  of  distribut- 
ing chambers.  The  effluent  is  ultimately  discharged  into  the  River  Stour. 
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The  Farm  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  An 
Engineer  and  a.  Labourer  are  appointed  by  the  Council,  and  are  fully 
employed.  During  the  year  the  usual  crops  of  hay,  wurtzel  and  cabbages 
were  grown,  which  were  sold,  and  realised  good  prices. 

The  Hornsby  Oil  Engine  which  was  fixed  last  year,  is  proving  very 
satisfactory,  and  in  the  near  future  it  will  be  advisable  to  consider  the 
replacing  of  the  remaining  Priestman  Oil  Engine,  as  it  is  now  becoming 
unreliable  for  the  work  it  has  been  doing  regularly  for  several  years  past.  No 
complaints  were  received,  during  the  year  as  to  any  nuisance  arising  on 
the  Farm. 

Types  of  Closets  in  the  District.— At  the  present  time  there  are  about 
2,025  closets  and  836  pail  closets,  privies,  etc.,  in  the  district.  The  types  of 
closets  now  allowed  to  be  /erected  in  the  district  are  water  closets  and  pail 
closets. 

Sanitary  Arrangements  at  Birchington. — No  alteration  has  been  made 
in  the  method  of  dealing  with  the  excrement  and  slop  water  at  Birchington. 
Cesspools  are  still  in  use. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  only  in  the  Parishes  of 
Westgate-on-Sea,  Birchington,  and  Minster. 

Contractors  are  appointed  by  the  Parish  Councils  to  do  the  work  in  the 
two  latter  places.  The  refuse  is  removed  weekly  from  the  two  former 
Parishes,  and  monthly  at  Minster. 

In  April  last,  the  Westgate  Council  decided  to  undertake  the  collection 
of  household  refuse  in  their  Parish,  and  provided  two  dust  carts,  one  being 
a modern  new  four-wheeled  tip  waggon,  with  sliding  covers.  They  also 
appointed  two  men  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  drivers  of  the  horses, 
which  were  hired  from  a local  contractor.  This  work,  after  being  properly 
organised,  proved  very  satisfactory,  and  from  a public  health  point  of  view 
and  the  welfare  of  the  town,  will  fully  justify  the  expense  entailed. 

Previous  to  the  Council  undertaking  this  work,  the  refuse  was  collected 
by  arrangement  made  with  the  Agents  of  the  Estate  Company,  and  in  some 
instances  was  not  removed  for  several  weeks.  This  necessitated  the  con- 
struction of  large  brick  ashpits,  which  will  now  be  abolished,  and  portable 
ash  receptacles  substituted. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  as  superintendent  of  the  scaveng- 
ing of  this  Parish,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

No  collection  is  made  in  any  of  the  remaining  Parishes  of  the  District 
(which  are  much  smaller)  and  there  has  not  been  found  any  nuisance  as  a 
result. 

Re  Seaweed  at  Birchington. — In  August  last,  owing  to  complaints 
having  been  made  of  the  offensive  smells  from  decomposing  seaweed  on  the 
seashore  at  Birchington,  steps  were  inunediately  taken  to  abate  the  nuisance. 
Eventually,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  weed  to  be  removed  from  the 
foreshore  and  sold  to  local  market  gardeners. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  supervised  this  work,  and  afterwards  collected 
donations  from  local  residents  to  meet  the  balance  of  the  account  for  hiring 
horses  and  carts  in  removing  the  offensive  weed.  Steps  are  now  being 
taken  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  nuisance  in  the  future. 

Re  Destruction  of  Rats. — As  Executive  Officer  appointed  by  the  Council 
under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1920,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  made 
369  inspections  of  premises  in  connection  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  In 
addition,  he  has  made  numerous  enquiries  as  to  the  existence  of  rats  and 
mice  when  carrying  out  his  duties  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  he  made  arrangements  for  the  Rat 
Exterminator  (appointed  by  the  Council  in  the  previous  December)  to  visit 
farms  and  other  premises  in  the  district.  He  continued  daily  in  this  work  for 
six  months,  and  destroyed  over  3,000  rats  and  1,000  mice.  These  figures  do 
pot  include  rats  and  mice  destroyed  by  the  ferrets  and  gas  in  the  holes,  and 
those  poisoned.  Several  hundreds  also  have  been  destroyed  by  occupiers  of 
premises  of  which  it  was  mpossible  to  keep  any  record. 

The  Rat  Exterminator  visited  each  parish  in  the  district,  comprising 
sixty  different  premises  (including  34  farms)  and  in  ten  instances  he  worked 
continually  for  a week.  With  the  aid  of  ferrets,  two  dogs,  poison  and  a 
gassing  machine,  he  was  instrumental  in  doing  good  work,  and  making  a 
great  clearance  of  these  vermin. 

The  attention  of  occupiers  was  called  to  the  Act  by  advertisement  in  the 
local  newspapers,  and  by  posters,  which  were  placarded  in  conspicuous  parts 
of  the  district,  and  a leaflet  which  the  Inspector  prepared  was  distributed  to 
over  200  persons  who  were  likely  to  have  rats  or  mice  on  their  premises. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Ashpits  : — 

Abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Portable  ash  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  34 

Drains  : — 

Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  cesspools  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Soil  and  ventilating  pipes  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  10 

Water-Closets  : — 

Provided  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  ...  ...  6 

Uimewashed  or  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Provided  in  lieu  of  earth  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  flush  pipes  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Light  and  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  5 

New  cisterns  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  water-closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  : — 

Means  of  ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water-spouts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  trapped  waste  pipes  fixed  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  18 

Accumulation  of  manure  or  refuse  removed  ...  ...  49 

Nuisances  abated  from  the  keeping  of  swine  and  other  animals  13 
Yards  cemented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Pavements  of  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  floors  laid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Provided  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  ...  ...  9 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Miscellaneous  work  not  classified  above  ...  ...  ...  39 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows  : — 

RENT  RESTRICTION  ACT,  1920. 

During  the  year  I received  two  applications  from  occupiers  in  Birch- 
ington  for  sanitary  surveys  under  Section  4 of  this  Act.  After  inspecting  the 
dwelling  houses,  I reported  to  the  Council,  who  did  not  grant  a certificate 
for  either  premises. 


TABURAR  STATEMENT  giving  Information  as  Required  by  the 
Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Order,  December,  1910. 


Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

Total  No.  of  Notices 
served. 

Result  of  Notices  served. 

Statutory.  Informal. 

made. 

Statutory. 

Informal. 

Complied 

with. 

Outstand- 

ing. 

Complied 

with. 

Outstand- 

ing. 

Dwelling-houses  & 
Premises  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts 

811 

4 

80 

5 

1 

71 

9 

Dwelling-houses  un- 
der the  Housing 
Acts  

34 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  ... 

369 

7 

16 

3 

4 

16 

0 

Factories  and  Work- 
shops 

124 

0 

14 

0 

0 

13 

1 

Slaughter-houses  & 
Knackers’  Yards... 

158 

0 

7 

0 

0 

7 

0 

Number  of  Visits 
made  to  Minster 
Sewage  Farm 

21 

Visits  made  re  In- 
fectious Diseases... 

80 

Number  of  Meetings 
attended  ... 

40 

Number  of  Letters 
sent 

491 

Number  of  Com- 
plaints received  ... 

51 

Miscellaneous  In- 
spections ... 

44 

2223 

11 

118 

8 

5 

108 

10 

KNACKER’S  YARD. 

There  is  only  one  person  licensed  as  a Knacker  for  premises  situate  in  this 
district  : Westwood,  in  the  Parish  of  Garlinge. These  premises  were  visited  as 
often  as  possible,  and  were  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  They 
were  again  licensed  for  one  year  at  a fee  of  10s.  6d. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  Regulations  made  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1885,  came  into  force  in  the  district  in  the  year  1914. 

Number  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  Inspections  made  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  369 
Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  kept  in  the  district  *..  670 

Number  of  notices  to  limewash  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  cowkeepers  discontinued  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

There  are  altogether  28  persons  registered  as  purveyors  of  milk  ; 22  of 
these  are  cowkeepers,  and  have  their  cowsheds  in  the  district,  and  the 
remaining  six  obtain  their  milk  from  the  local  cow7-keepers  and  reside  in  this 
district.  Four  have  proper  dairies  and  milkshops,  w7hich  are  kept  in  a very 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  The  remaining  tw7o  purveyors  also  carry 
on  the  business  of  general  stores,  although  they  each  have  a separate  milk 
store  apart  from  the  shop  premises. 

During  the  year  I obtained  and  distributed  to  the  cow7keepers  and)  milk 
purveyors  copies  of  Leaflets  A.  and  B.  prepared  by  the  National  Health 
Society,  relating  to  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk,  and  also  Leaflet 
C.  for  distribution  to  housewives  and  consumers  of  milk. 

The  general  sanitary  conditions  and  construction  of  several  of  the  cow- 
sheds are  very  satisfactory.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  an  improvement  has 
taken  place  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and 
sheds,  most  likely  as  a result  of  more  normal  conditions  at  the  farms. 

Nearly  all  the  milk  consumed  in  the  district  is  of  local  production,  except 
during  the  summer  months,  when,  owing  to  the  influx  of  visitors,  the  local 
supply  is  insufficient. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  me  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year. 


Several  cowkeepers  having  large  herds  have  their  milch  cows  periodic- 
ally inspected  by  a veterinary  surgeon.  I am  also  pleased  to  report  that  at 
tw7o  of  the  largest  dairy  farms  in  the  district  the  cows  are  milked  by 
machinery,  which  is  more  conducive  to  cleanliness  than  hand  milking. 

The  following  mprovements  were  ordered  to  be  carried  out  : — 


At  Westgate-on-Sea  (S)  A water  closet  adjoining  the  Dairy  was  abolished, 

and  dairy  enlarged. 


At  Birchington  (H) 


At  Ebbsfleet  (P) 


At  Garlinge  (F) 


The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  a cowshed 
to  be  improved,  floors  of  shed  and  dairy  to  be 
concreted,  and  premises  to  be  generally  repaired 
and  made  satisfactory. 

The  use  of  one  cowshed  discontinued,  as  it  was 
insufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated  and  could  not 
be  made  satisfactory. 

A dairy  provided,  yard  surface  to  be  concreted, 
and  public  water  supply  provided  to  farm  premises. 
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At  Garlinge  (S) 


'The  use  of  one  cowshed  discontinued,  as  the  floor 
was  unpaved  and  shed  insufficiently  lighted  and 
ventilated. 


At  Monkton  (S) 


Two  floors  of  cowsheds  to  be  repaired  and  lighting 
of  one  shed  to  be  improved. 


At  Minster  (S) 
At  Garlinge  (F) 


A proper  dairy  provided. 


Yard  surface  cleansed  and  suitable  material  laid 
on  same. 


At  Mansion  (S) 


The  use  of  cowshed  discontinued,  as  it  was  in- 
sufficiently lighted  and  ventilated,  etc. 


At  Acol  (F) 


Two  additional  cowsheds  built  and  a dairy  pro- 
vided and  yard  concreted. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


During  the  year  seventeen  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  by  me  as 
Inspector  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  for  analysis. 

Sixteen  of  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine,  and  the  remaining  sample  was  certified  not  genuine,  as  it  was 
deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent  of  8'3  per  cent.  The  cowkeeper  was  given 
an  opportunity  of  a personal  explanation  to  the  Council,  who  afterwards 
cautioned  him  as  to  the  result  of  future  samples.  Subsequent  samples  of 
milk  taken  from  the  same  cowkeeper  proved  to  be  genuine.  Of  the  sixteen 
samples  reported  genuine,  the  average  composition  was  as  follows  : — 


Fat,  3’56  per  cent.  Solids  not  fat,  8'68  per  cent. 


The  standard  set  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  is  (minimum)  Fat  3'9  per 
cent,  Solids  not  fat  8'5  per  cent,  therefore  I think  it  can  be  justly  said  that 
the  quality  of  the  milk  produced  and  sold  in  this  district  is  good. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 


Number  of  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  ... 
Number  of  Inspections  made 


The  Slaughter-houses  are  scattered,  but  have  been  visited  as  regularly 
as  possible  during  the  year.  As  far  as  practicable,  visits  are  made  at  the 
time  of  slaughter,  as  this  is  the  most  suitable  time  to  make  a thorough 
examination  of  the  carcase  and  internal  organs. 

All  the  slaughter-houses  are  periodically  lime  washed,  and  have  been 
kept  in  a fairly  clean  and  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  a new  slaughter-house,  with  extensive  and  modern 
piggeries,  was  built  at  Sarre.  The  Council  granted  permission  for  its 
erection,  and  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  (1921)  granted  a Licence  for  it  to 
be  used  as  such. 

The  pining-houses  at  one  slaughter-house  have  been  repaired,  and  the 
floors  re-concreted.  The  walls  of  one  slaughter-house  have  been  cemented 
to  4ft.  high  from  the  floor,  and  other  works  of  improvement  are  to  be 
considered  at  an  early  date. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1919,  I reported  to  the  Council  on  the 
advisability  of  applying  for  urban  powers  relating  to  the  duration  of  Licences, 
Notices  of  Change  of  Occupation,  etc.,  under  certain  Sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1890,  and  also  to  make  bye-laws  relating  to  same.  These  powers 
were  granted  during  the  year,  and  bye-laws,  which  were  adopted  by  the 
Council  on  the  23rd  September,  1920,  were  approved  and  confirmed  in 
December  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Copies  are  now  (January,  1921)  being 
printed,  and  will  be  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  all  slaughter-houses  shortly, 
after  which  steps  will  be  taken  to  carry  out  the  provisions  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  as  to  registering  and  licensing  of  these  premises.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  two  applications  were  made  for  the  licensing  of  two  buildings  at 
Sarre  as  slaughter-houses.  They  will  be  dealt  with  early  in  the  new  year. 

Amount  of  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Human  Food 
during  the  Year  1920. 


Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7^9  lbs. 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290  lbs. 

Fruit  (Californian  Plums)  ...  ...  536  lbs. 


Total  ...  ...  1,575  lbs. 


SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Two  complaints  were  made  during  the  year  as  to  the  emission  of  smoke 
from  chimneys  (other  than  dwelling-houses).  One  occurred  at  a baker’s 
premises  in  Birchington,  where  a new  oven  had  been  fixed.  On  my  calling 
the  occupier’s  attention  to  it,  the  oven  was  removed,  and  the  flue  connected 
to  the  present  high  chimney  in  the  main  bakehouse,  and  the  nuisance 
satisfactorily  abated. 

The  other  complaint  related  to  the  chimney  of  the  boiler-house  at  the 
R.A.F.  Camp,  Manston.  After  communicating  with  the  Officer  in  Charge, 
the  nuisance  was  abated. 

Re  THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS,  ETC. — Circular  No.  120. 

As  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  circular  letter  of  the 
25th  August  last,  I inspected  the  two  cinemas  in  this  district — one  in  Birch- 
ington and  one  in  Westgate-on-Sea — and  found  that  the  buildings  were 
modern,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  minor  defects  (which  were 
remedied)  were  in  a very  satisfactory  condition  as  to  means  of  ventilation, 
precautions  against  fire,  the  provision  of  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary 
conveniences,  and  the  general  cleanliness  was  good.  I am  making  periodical 
visits  to  these  premises  as  suggested  in  the  circular. 


STONAR  CAMP. 

In  May  last  a large  dwelling-house  in  the  Parish  of  Stona,r,  near 
Sandwich,  with  adjoining  wood  buildings,  previously  used  by  the  Ministry 
of  Munitions,  were  adapted  and  used  as  a camp  for  Austrian  children.  The 
situation  and  arrangements  made  were  ideal,  and  although  several  hundreds 
of  children  were  being  received  there,  very  little  illness,  and  only  eight  cases 
of  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  The  camp  has  now  been 
disbanded. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Table  Showing  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  year  1920. 


Each  of  the  premises  (except  Haine  Isolation  Hospital)  were  visited, 
and  full  enquiries  made  as  to  the  source  of  the  infection,  and  reports  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  cases  where  patients  were 
school  children,  suitable  notices  wrere  sent  to  the  schools,  and  to  the  School 
Attendance  Officer,  regarding  the  exclusion  of  children  from  infected  houses. 

DISINFECTION. 

Total  number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Total  number  of  van-loads  of  bedding,  clothing  etc.,  steam  disinfected  23 
Number  of  mattresses  and  beds  steam  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  59 

Number  of  articles  of  bed-clotliing  steam  disinfected  ...  ...  328 

Number  of  personal  articles  of  clothing  steam  disinfected  ...  ...  270 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1890  TO  1919. 

The  labouring  classes  in  the  rural  district  are  chiefly  agricultural.  The 
housing  accommodation  for  this  class  may  be  said  to  fall  short  of  the 
requirements. 

The  Council  decided  to  take  steps  for  the  erection  of  a total  of  116 
dwelling  houses  for  this  district.  This  w7ork  has  been  progressing  very 
slowly  from  various  causes,  amongst  which  are  the  high  price  of  materials 
and  labour  and  the  unavoidable  delay  in  the  acquisition  of  the  sites,  but 
these  negotiations  have  now  been  completed.  No  houses  have  yet  been 
erected,  but  twelve  are  in  progress  in  the  village  of  Manston. 
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Owing  to  the  closing-down  of  the  works  at  Richborough  and  the 
departure  of  the  workmen  from  this  area,  the  necessity  for  houses,  particu- 
larly in  the  Parish  of  Minster,  is  not  now  so  acute. 

• 

During  the  year,  several  houses  have  been  erected  by  builders  and  the 
Government  subsidy  granted. 

Thirty-four  inspections  were  made  of  dwelling-houses  under  the 
Mousing  Acts  during  the  year,  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  action 
taken  : — • 

Structural  alterations  were  carried  out  at  three  dwelling-houses  at 
Sarre,  and  put  into  a habitable  condition  as  one  dwelling-house. 
(Inspected  during  1919). 

Starling  Castle,  Minster. — This  house  was  improved  and  made 
habitable. 

Two  dwelling-houses  at  Manston — closed  during  the  war — were 
demolished  by  the  owner,  as  they  were  in  a dangerous  condition. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics  for  the  Year  ended  31  st  December,  1920. 

1 .—GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,58Q 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 '05 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*3 

(4)  Infant  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes  (estimated)  ...  2861 

(8)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  working  class  (estimated)...  1200 
(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  Dwellings  erected  ...  ...  7 


2. — UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1 .  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  280 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  28 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Format  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  ...  169 

3.  — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  28,  Housing,  Etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  whch  were  rendered  fit  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) By  Bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  169 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

( P)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners...  Nil 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sec.  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 

Etc.  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered 
fit — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demoli- 

tion orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-law’s 
erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  ...  ...  Nil 

Staff  engaged  on  Housing  Work  - The  Sanitary  Inspector. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  & WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


Number  of  Premises  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year:  — 


Boot  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Smiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Joinery  and*  Carpentry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Retail  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Laundries  ^...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cycle  Makers  and  Upholsterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Motor  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milliners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Watch  Repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Total 


116 


Factories  ... 


20. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1920  for  the  RURAL  DISTRICT  of  the  ISLE  OF  THANET. 
On  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act , 1901. 

In  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  including 
Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 
Inspections. 
(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

(3) 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories  : 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

12 

Workshops  : 

(including  Workshop  Laundries)... 

102 

14 

nil 

Workplaces  : 

(Other  than  Outworker’s  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

10 

Total  ...  

124 

14 

nil 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects, 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

1 (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

15 

17 

Want  of  Ventilation 

4 

4 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

j Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Insufficent 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

3 

3 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 

/ 

Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Under- 

ground Bakehouses  (s.  1 0 1 ) 
Breach  of  Special  Sanitary 

nil 

"a 

requirements  for  Bake- 
houses (s.s.  97  to  100) 

2 

3 

Other  Offences  : — 

Excluding  offences  relating 

to  Outwork  which  are  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this 
Report) 

nil 

nil 

24 

28 

nil 

nil 
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4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

j (1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Retail  Bakehouse  ... 

10 

Boot  Repairing 

13 

Joinery  and  Carpentry 

13 

Smiths 

14 

Laundries 

5 ! 

Tailors 

3 

Plumbers 

7 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairing 

14 

Workplaces  ... 

7 

Other  Workshops  ... 

30  I 

116 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

. 0) 

Number. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts  (s.  133,  1901)  ... 

nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  (s.  5 1901) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Other  

1 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  the  end  of 

the  year,  situate  in  Westgate-on-Sea  ... 

1 

